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The SPEAKFR took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.
Doctors aqnd Subsidies.

My, J. H. SMITH asked the Minister
for Health: 1, How many doctors are sub-
sidised by the State? 2, In what districis
do they reside aud what are the amounts of
the saobsidies?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH re-
plied: 1, (a)} Number of district medical
aofficers, 26: (b} npmber of subsidised doc-
tors (noi distriet medical officers), 2G; (e)
number of doctors whose incomes are gunar-
anteed by arrangement with loeal governing
hodies and the State, 9. 2, The districts
and amounts of subsides to doctors other
than district medieal officers are shown on
attached refurn.

BILL—NARROGIN HOSPITAL.

Tntrodneed by the Minister for Health
and read a first time.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
Leave to mntroduce,

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. G. Latham—York) [4.34]: T move—
That leave be given to introduce a Bill for

an Aet to amend the provisions of the Land
Act, 1898, relating to pastoral leases.

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.33]:
This motion is further evidence of the
hreach of faith by the Premier with me. I
have no desire to repeat the statements 1
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made last evening, but it is a faet that the
Premier, in consultation with me ahont
three weeks ago when discussing the busi-
ness for the remainder of the season, gave
me to understand—in fact he stated clearly
—that there would not be any Bill of a con-
troversial nature introduced. The Premijer
gave me that understanding and has broken
it. T do not know what the Bill contains,
but ¥ have reason to believe it proposes fo
extend the term of the pastoral leases in the
North-West. Am I correct in that assump-
tion?

The Minister for Lands: Perfectly.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Very well, starting
from those premises, this is the most im-
proper act of which the Government could
he guilty. All through the session we bave
heen engaged in considering Bills of more or
less minor importance, but any member will
admit that the gquestion of exfending the
teem of the pastoral leases is of supreme
importance to the people of the country.
Yet a Bill of this kind has heen withheld
from the consideration of the House until
the last fortnight of the session. I do not
like to make charges against the Govern-
ment, but I think I would be almost justi-
fied in saying that this Bill has been de-
liherately withheld. It was not owing to
pressure of business that the Government
were unzhle to introduce it earlier; it has
been deliberately withheld. I have no doulit
whatever the Government have intended
since the session began to introduce a Bill
of this kind, but purposely and delin-
erately have withheld it until the last
moment. Do the Government imaging
that they are justified in introdueing
i Bill of this kind in the dying days
of the session? Only Bills of a formal
character, not controversial measnres, shounld
be introduced at this stage, and I go
further and say that the Premier gave me
his solemn word that no Bills of a contro-
versial natore would be introduced. That
was three weeks ago. Now, without consult-
ing me, without heing even courteons enough
to let me know of the new Bills to be intro-
dured or the nature of them, the Govern-
ment bring down a measure of this kind. Tn
view of that, what sort of consideration do
the Government expeet from the Opposi-
tion? I have had a fairly long experience
in this House, but never have 1 known of
such diseourtesy as has been extended to me
by the Government during the last few days
through their action in introdueing Bills of
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this kind. What has the Premier to say?
Where does the Premier stand? Three weeks
ago, in consultation with me, he indicated the
Bills he desired to get through, and he did
not mention this Bill, although he knew at
the mement that it was infended to intio-
duce it. What kind of honest dealing is this?
What kind of shuffling is it? [t is an ugterly
unfair attitude adopted by a diseredited Gov-
ernment. It is in keeping with the manner
in which thev conducted the last elections,
and no doubt will be in keeping with the
nuner in which thev will conduct the com-
inz elections also. The Government ought {o
be ashamed of themselves. If thev have any
senze of shame, If they have any principle
or policy, they ought to be ashamed fo bring
down at this stage of the session a Bill to
vxiend the term of the pastoral leases in all
that North-Western country and foree it
through in the dyving hours of the session.
What have the Government to say for them-
selves? There mav be justification for ex-
tending the term of the pastoral leases. I
am not saving there is not: I am not com-
mitting mvself one way or the other. It mav
be that a case ean he made out for the
extension, hut i= this the manner in which
it shonld he introdueed to the House?
What shnffling, evusion, insincerity and dis-
lonesty on the part of the Government to
delay the introduction of tbe Bill until this
stage of the session! T only wish T had rea-
lised earlier in the session that the Govern-
ment would be capahle of descending to the
tacties to whiel they have desecended dur-
ing the last day or two. My attitude would
have been quite different; I wonld not have
bean so fair and zenerous to them as T have
been had T known they would be capable of
playing snch a dirty trick on the House, If
they are capable of introdueing a Bill of this
kind at this stage of the session, they are
capable of doing and saying anything when
the clections come on. What justification is
there for bringing down the Bill? Surely
the Minister for Lands knows that the ques-
tion of extending the term of the pastoral
leases is of the ntmost importance and has
always been so viewed by members of this
House. Rightly so, for members are the
guardians of the people and of the Crown
lands. I have heard whispers of what might
be expected. There was the wretched board
that the Government appointed to consider
the position of the North-West. The hoard
was a hypoeritical hoard. There was not a
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serap of honesty in the mind of any mem-
her of the Government when that board was
appointed, 1t was said that the board wis
appointed to consider the problems affecting
the North-West, but it was appointed really
for one purpose only. The Government de-
sired to pass a Bill this session to extend the
term of the pastoral leases, and they ap-
pointed the board as & means to help
them along the road to their desire.
The Government knew perfectly well that
the board eould do wothing and eould make
no sugeestion that would be of any value
to the North-West, But the Governmend
knew that the board would recommend an
amendment of the Act to extend the tevmn
of the pastoral leases in the North. They
knew that, before the hoard were appointed.
In faet the board were appointed for that,
and no other reason, Thev were appointed
tv make a recommendation to the Govern-
ment in the direction that the Government
desired them to do, in the belief that if
wounld help them, if thex had the recom-
mendation of the board-—that wretched,
paltry board! To bring in a Bill of this
deseription within a fortnight of the con-
clusion of the session, for the purpose of
extending the term of the leases, without the
Government giving the slightest indieation
of their intention tn the House or to th2
vountry, is wrong. TIn the Governor’s Speech
mention was made of Bills likely to be iniro-
duced. They were Bills of tin-pot invport-
ance, in fact, of no importance whatever.
Now, within a forinight of the probable cou-
clusion of the session, we find this important
Bill is to Le placed hefore Parliament. Tt
hns heen deliberately withheld nntil this
late hour so that the voice of the people shall
not he heard. Tt is a low-down, dirty, con-
temptible action on the part of ihe Govern-
ment. Only a wretched Government lacking
the courage to stand up to their poliey,
would introduce a Bill of this deseription in
the closing days of the session. Tt is a low-
down, wretched attempt on the part of the
Government to plaeate their own friends and
te do something that will suit those who are
supporting them. The Bill will not go
through this House. T ean certainly vouch
that it will not go throuch bhefore Christ-
mas: at any rate, it will be fought so long
as our physical powers will enable us to re-
sist it. There may be much to be =aid in
support of the measure, bt why has its in-
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troduction been delayed until this late hour?
The member for Hoeboure (Mr. Church)
knows all about it. He was able to assure
some of his electors that the extension of the
term of the leases wounld be granted this
session. (an the Minister for Lands hon-
estly justify the introduetion of the Bill at
this stage? Even assuming it to be jusii-
fied, why has ity introduction been delayed?
Ii is a Bill that does not involve difficulty
in drafting. in which respect it is unlike
the Bill under the charge of the Minister
for Mines. that was before this House last
night. That was a most diffieult Bill to
draft. 1& vepresented the consolidation of
three existing Acis and, thevefore, T quite
understood why the Minister was late in
presenfing fhat measure. But the Bill be-
fore the House now involves no complicated
drafting. T have 'not seen it, but I imagina
it would vequire one or two slight amend-
ments only fo effeet the alterations to the
existing Tand Aet. There can bhe nothing
eomplicated at all in the drafting. The only
thing involved in the Rill is a question of
prineiple as to whether the term of the
pastoral leases in the North-West should,
or should not, be extended. I do not know
how long the existing leases have to rum,
but perhaps the member for Kimberley (M,
Coverlex) ean tell me.

Mr. Coverlev: For 16 vears.

Hon. . COLLIER: For 16 vears! T do
not know what is in the Bill. I under-
stand it proposes to extend the terms of
the leases, and perhaps the Minister for
Tands will he good enough o inform me re-
garding the period for which ii is proposed
to extend the leases, The Minister has asked
for leave to introduee the Bill, and he shonld
zive me that information.

The Minister for Lands: T will tell you
43 soon as vou give me a chance.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I think the Minister
should be conrteous enough to fell me now.

The Minister for Lands: By way of inter-
jection?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes.

The Minister for Lands: Tt is proposed
to extend the term of the leases for 50 years
from this vear.

Mr. Kennealiv: Good heavens!

Hon. P. COLILIER: The leases have 16
zears to rnn, and it is proposed to extend
the term for 50 vears!
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The Minister for Lands: I think the Bill
will extend them until 1980 or thereabouis.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then where is the
urgency about this Bill? [t the leases were
to expire next wvear, or even within five
vears, | could understand the necessity for
legisiation of this description, but inasmueh
as the leaseholders are secure for another
16 yeurs, where is the wrgeney for the
Bil?

The Minister for Lands: Tt is a question
of finanetal assistance.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We have had that
hogev of linancial assiztanee put up to us
for years past. Ii is a goodt old bogey that
i= trotted ont from time to time, and will
he trotted out during this debate. The fact
vemains that the holders of the pastaral
leases are safe and seenre for another 16
vears, and eannoi he dispossessed.  Al-
though they have that long peried to rvun,
the Government propose to extend the term
of the leases for 50 wears, Why? 1 am
well aware of the elap-trap sort of argu-
ments that will be used in support of the
proposal. The arguments advanced will be
of a clap-trap deseription. We will hear
talk of the necessity for seeurity of tenure,
of the necessitv to raise eapifal, and =0
forth. [s this Bill so urgent that i1t could
not be lelt over unti]l nest sesston? Assum-
ing the Bill is important to the holders of
the pastoral leases, we shall be told that
they shonld have sceurity of tenure and
that the extended term will assist them,
and consequently the whole State, from
the standpoint of raising the necessary
capital to enable the pastoralists to de-
velop their lease—that is the sort of talk
we will hear regarding the Bill.

The Minister for Lands: And it will be a
very good argument, too.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No doubt very good
arguments that eould be advanced along
those lines at the beginning of the session,
but not at this late hour, and not to justify
the betrayal on the part of the Fremier—
that is what it amounts to-—regarding his
conversation with me, T have heen in this
Housze for many yvears, both as Premier and
Leader of the Opposition, and T have al-
wayvs approached this subjeet with every
degree of confidence with regard to the
arrangements for the concluding stages of
sessional work. Whether as Premier or
T.ender of the Opposition, T have always
heen willing lo assist in bringing the ses-
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sional work to a conclusion and facilitat-
ing the passage of Bills that were neces-
sary. Three weeks ago the Premier in-
vited me to discuss with him the programme
for the rest of the session. He said the
(Government desired to secure the passage
of certain Bills that were on the Notice
Paper and asked me how far 1 eould
co-operate to that end. I fold him that
with regard to such and suech Bills T could
help him, but T eould not vonch for other
measures. We then discussed the question
of the suspension of the Standing Orders,
and [ told him the whole matter hinged
apon what new legislation the (lovernment
were lkely to bring down. The Premier
said, ‘‘Oh, there are not going to be any
new Bills: there may be a few, but thev
will be of no consequence.’’

The Minister for Lands: Like the N
rogin Hospital Bill.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes. He said to me,
““You know that Bills come down to you
from departments at the last moment, buk
they are not controversial.” T said, “I do
not mind that.’” T would not mind meas-
ures of that description being brought
down at the last moment, but the Premier
41d not give me any indication that s Rill
of this importance would be introdueed.
It was not honest, and the Premier de-
ceived me. The Government are not jus-
tified in bringing down a Bill of this im-
portance, having regard to the undertaking
the Premier gave me. The Premier’s un-
dertaking was that ne Bills of importance
would be brought down, TIs a Premier's
word worth nothing? Where do the Gov-
ernment stand? Am T to be tricked and
fooled in this wax?

The Minister for Lands: If T explain it—

Hon. P. COLLTER : There ean be no ex-
planation.

The Minister for Lands: TF I explain it,
I think you will agree it iz not as bad as
von suggest. |

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt is certainly as
bad as T say.

Mr. Kenneally: It is worse,

Hon. P. COLLIER: There is no question
about it; the Premier misled me into the
belief that no new business of importance
was to be placed before Parliament. so
that my co-operation might be enlisted to
facilitate the business to he transacted dur-
ing the remaining few weeks of the ses-
sion. Then hy bringing down a Bill of this
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description he absolutely deceived me and
the Opposition. I reported to members
of my party what the business ol
the Governinent waz likely to he for the re-
mainder of the session, and our action with
regard to Bills was governed by what 1 said
1egarding the undertaking 1 had been given,
Now the Government introduce this kind ol
Bill. T would not mind if it represented an
cleventh hour thought. TF it had come to the
iind of the Government only yesterday or
the day befove that this matter zhould receive
attention

Hon. A, McCallum: Even theu you shoukl
bave heen consulted.

Hon. P, COLLIER : Yes. I the Premier
had zaid to us that the Government had
not thought the position was such and such,
but they found now, at the last moment, that
it was desirable to introduce legislation of
this deseription, 1 wight have understood it,
If he were able to say that hefore the next
Parliament met, the leases would have run
out, 1 could understand the aititude of the
Government. Bui even then, as the member
for Sonth Fremantle (Hon. A. MeCallum}
has interjected, common courtesy would die-
tate that 1 should have heen informed. The
Premier has played a low-down trick on me,
Whether he intended it or not, T do not carve,
He promised me that no Bills of any im-
portance would he introduced during the re-
mainder ol the session. He knew vesterday
that this Bill was to be introduced, hecause
the Minister for Lands gave notice of it, Yet
the Premier did not mention it. He did not
come ty see me. He did not do so, because he
knew he conld not justify its introduetion,
He did not conzult me abount it becanse he
knew in his heart that its introduction at
thix stage of the session could not he justifi-d
in view of the conversation we had had re-
rarding the business for the remainder of the
seszion, In all my long experience T have
never before known such an attitude to be
adopted by any Government as that adopted
by the present Government, duving the Jast
forinieht of a- session. It is a low-down,
dirty, contemptible attitnde. Tt is dishonest
in the extreme, and the man who is mainly
rezponsible is the Premier of the State. Why
does he not treat me fairly? T have treated
him more than fairlv, There is not a man
in the Honse, vr in the country. who ha=
been move genevous to the Premier than I
have heen, 1 eould have attacked him on in-
numerable oceazions, but I refrained fromn
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duing so because [ felt that if I did I might
be damaging the interests of the State. Cn
many oceasions during the past three years
I have sot silent in the House when I could
have effectively attacked the Premier. Par-
ticularly during the present session have I
been silent, when I could have wmade
effective attacks upon the Premier and
the Government, This is my reward!
This is the Government’s generosity to
me! Under the lap, in the slosing weeks
of the session, they hring down a Bill of
this kind. Why the urgency? The leases have
L6 years to run. The only urgency in the
mind of the Government is that they may
not be in office after the next general eler-
tions, and they want to do the job for their
friends before they go out. That is the only
reason for the introduction of the Bill, They
want to meet the wishes of the particular
section of the eommunity who support them,
and who no donbt will support their party
financially when the clections take place. T
have heen 28 years in Parliament and have
always, whether in opposition or in office,
discnssed  matters  with  the TLeader on
the other =ide. I Thave accepted his
word and relied upon what he Thas
todd me, | repeat, three weeks ago 1
discussed the programme for the session
with the Premier and he did not give me
the slightest indication that the Bill was to
be brought down. Yesterday, when notice
was given of the Bill, he did not eome to me
and say, “This Bill concerns so-and-so.” No
leader of a party has treated the leader of
another party in the way the Premier has
treated me in regard to the Bill. I have no
doubt whatever the Government knew months
ago that the Bill was to be infroduced, and I
charge the Government again with deliber-
ately withholding the Bill until the dying
hours of the session. Their mind was made
up with regard to it months ago.

Hon. W. ). Johnson: If that is so, it is
# publie seandal,

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is a scandal. Tt
i# the truth, too.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Then they ought
to he ashained of themselves.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Ashamed! Can a
Government which has acted in this way
be ashamed of anything?

Hon. W. D). Johnson: This kind of thing
was done once hefore.

Hon. P. COLLIER : Their mind was made
up months ago with regard to the Bill, but
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1 have no doubt that some plausible, paltry
explanation will be made for the delay in
bringing it down, They will probably say
they were waiting for the report of the com-
mittee. That will not avail, because 1 think
L am right in saying that among the frvt
ul the committec’s reports was the Bill. The
committee was appointed for no other pur-
pose bui to help the Government, and now,
at this late stage of the session, the Gov-
ermment bring the Bill forward. Will it
affeet the pastorahists of the North-West if
the Bill is not passed this session? I want
an answer to that guestion, and no side-
stepping about it. Will it make any differ-
cuce to the pastoralists if the Bill is passed
now or passed 12 months hence? Will one
year nake any difference? )

Mr, Kenneally: A difference to the Gov-
ernment, perhaps.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Will any pastoralist
say to-day that he eannot raise money with
16 vears’ tenurve, or next year with 15 yeary
tenure? The Govermment are doing the job
for their friends. In the last few weeks of
the session they are showing the cloven hoof.
This side of the House is no longer to be
heard, but we are paying atiention to what
the Government are doing in the elosing
weeks of the session. I have no doubt at
all what the Government will do when the
session ends and what they will say. They
will earry on an unserupulons campaign of
misrepresentation so far as my party are
concerned. If I cared to do so, I could wrife
up the speeches which nearly every member
on the Government side of the House will
make during the election campaign. Thers
will he misrepresentation and distortion of
facts. Notwithstanding that the people are
trusting and willing to believe a lot, there is
# limit. The Governmeni will overstep the
mark., There is no doubt whatever where the
member for Carnarvon and the member for
Gascoyne will stand. There are other mem-
hers on the Government side of the House,
however, who are not associated politi-
cally or otherwise with the pastoral industry
of the North-West. "Will they remain silent
on this matter? They have heen very silent
during the session. Ave they going to he
Awmnties and rubber stamps to register the
decrees, right or wrong, of the Government,
without having the courage to say why they
are supporting them? The party whip will
be eracked and thev will £all into line, bui
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they will be betraying the people of the
State. Tt is a base hetraval of our people
te pass legizlation duving the last eanple of
weeks of the session which will dispore of
the great pastoral areas in the North-West
for the ensning A0 vears, without the people
having the time or opportunity to learn any.
thing about the matter. That is the base.
ness of the (lovernment’s aetion. Whatever
Parliament may decide to do in its wisdom
or unwisdom. af least time should be afforded
the people to learn what we are doing Ave
we entitled to spring something upon the
people that was not mentioned at the last
election? Tt was not even mentioned in
the Govemnor’s Speech. The people have
had no opportunity of considering it. The
heritage of future generations is to be given
away for 50 wears by the Bill, without the
people having the opportunity of saying
whether it is right or wrong. Assuming for
2 moment that every member on the Gov-
ernmment gide of the House believes this
poliey to be wise and vight, are they justi-
fied in ignorving the people of the eountrv?
Are they right in saving. “I am the jndwe
and T shall decide: wou, the people, do not
eaunt, T am not going to give you an oppor-
tunity to consider the matter.” 1If the
Fill had heen introdoced a month or two agd
then T could have understood the (overn-
ment’s acHon.  Tn that case the publie
wonld have had a chance of leayning what
the Government were nronesing to do with
these vast areas in the North-West, The
nmatter could have heen ventilated in the
Press, and then members wonld Thave
hecn in a  position to sav that publis
opinion was on nne side or on the other.
But public opinion in this matter is treated
with contempt, it does not count. -The
men and women of this country who own
this territory in the North-West just as
mueh as anyhody else owns it, are not to
be considered, nor are their sons and
daughters of the next generation to be con-
sidered. The territory is to be tied up for
30 years. This is another evidence that
the Government have purposely played a
dirty trick, a low-down dirty trick: if the
Government had a good ease, if there was
justification for the Bill, it would have
been introduced months ago, and theyv
would have allowed it io run the gauntlet
of public disenssion and consideration by
the people. The very fact that the Bill has
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heen withheld until the last minuie is
prima facie evidenee that the Government
are sponsoring it with a guilty mind. Men
honest in public affairs would have launched
the Bill long ago, and let the public de-
cide. But it has been deliberately with-
held until this last moment, and iz pow
launched to be passed in the course of a
few days, before the people of the coun-
try know anything about it. That conctes
a guilty mind, and is evidenee upon which
any jury of impartial men would find the
Governmeut guilty of delaying the Bill un-
til this moment. And a further proof that
there is a guilly mind behind it, tbat is
to say, behind the attempt to sneak it
through before people have an opporfunity
to diseuss it, is the faet that although the
Preniier has discussed with me and con-
sidered with me many Bills and lhe work
of the session, he never once mentioned
this Bill. He is the only Premier, the
only leader of any party in this House,
that has ever acted in that way. Most cer-
tainly the Bill will never get through this
House this session while I ¢an stand on my
feet to resist it.

HON. A, McCALLUM (South Fre-
mantle) [5.18]: An outstanding feature of
the public life of this State has been the
amount of confidence displayed between the
leaders on both sides of the House. It has
tended to the conducting of public business
in the Parliament of this State on a higher
plane than is attained in any other Par-
liament in Australia, And whenever the
two leaders, the Premier and the Leader
of the Opposition, have arrived at a clear
understanding, the parties respectively be-
hind them have stood up to it. We have
not always liked it, but whenever our
leader has given his word, and has then
come to us and said he had made an ar-
rangement with the Premier as to the pro-
eramme, and had given an undertaking to
help with this or that, there has been no
fault found by (his party. But now we
have come to this stage, a fortnight before
PParliament finishes, and the complaint is
made by the Leader of the Opposition that
he has been hetrayed. Only two nights ago
this same attitude was adopted, and a com-
plaint was made by the Leader of the Op-
position: and now we find that even
though last night the Tremier and the
Leader of the Opposition discnssed the pro-
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gramme of work, this Bill was not men-
tioned then,
The Premier: | gave von an indieation.
Hon. P. Collier: XNo.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: The Leader of
the Opposition says he does not know the
Bill. He had to ask the Minister for Lands
its contents and what it propeses, and the
Minister for Lands had to advise him ac-
ross the floor of the Honse. If this Var-
liament is to work in the svinpathetic man-
ner in which it las worked up to date—
when there has been an admirable couli-
dence displaved between the two leaders—
without party feeling running high, as it
does in other Parliuments of Aunstralia.
that confidence hetween the two leaders,
allowing the parties to work together in
the publie interest, should be eontinued.
But it eannot be expected to continue if
there are to be breaches of confidence, as
the Leader of the Opposition elaims has
happened on this oecaston. I shounld have

thought the stand the Teader of the
Opposition  took the night before last
would have been sullicient for the Pre-

mier to see to it that the breach complained
of did not ocomr again. Buat follow-
ing hot-heeled on that. thiz has happened
again to-night. | do not know whether or
nat there is anxthing objectionable in the
3ill: we have the right to kpow ils con-
tents and the reasons to he given for them:
hut evervhody knows that every time the
renewnl of the pastoral leases eomes up for
diséussion before Parlimment, it is regardai
in a very serious light, and all agree that
serions consideration and thought have to
he given to the question. The pastoral in-
dustry means so imuch to Western Austratia
that itz continununce is the very foundation
of the ceonomic life of the State. If anv-
thing were to happen to that industry the
whole economic fabric of Western Australin
would be challenged. Evervone knows that,
and when a renewal of the leases has bheen
put up by either partv. a period befors
the time of their expivy has been neeessary
te allow the pastoralists to finance, and
after examination und thought and consider-
ation by the Clovernment and Parliament the
renewal has been veadily agreed to. But her
is a new nethod: in the dyving hours, not
only of a session but of a Parliament, somec-
thing new is suggested.  There may he
grounds for this innovation, for a 50 vears
extension of the leazes 1G vears before thew
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expire, but there cannot be sound grounds
for the Government keepiung quiet about it
for three months.

Hou. 3. C. Willeoek: For three years.

Hou. A. McCALLUMI: No, but they had
the proposal of the commnittee before them
for three months,

Hon. P. Collier: That is the dirty part
of it.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: IEver sinee the
session started they have had the recommen-
dations of this comntittee and have kept quiet
abeut it until this very hour.

Hon. P. Collier: With their minds made
up all the time.

Hon. A, McCALLUM: If the position is
so gerions, and if it means so much to the
pasloralists, prompt action siould have heen
taken when the recommendations of the ecom-
mittee eame to Cabhinet. TE there is a move
on hehatf of the pastoralists to get finance
to carry an the development of their sta-
tions, and if evidence of that ¢an be pro-
duneed, the pastoralists need not fear that
Parliament may not agree to it. When we
vere in oflice a proposition came from over-
s.as for a hoge development plan for the
Nuorth-West and the 1imherleys, and it was
put to us that there would be substantial
funds provided if seeurity of tenure of the
leases could be obtained. We were asked for
our opinion, and we said there would bhe no
doubt about the security of tenure if a de-
finite proposition for the development of
that country could he made, for we felt con-
fAdent that Parliament would give the neces-
sarv tenure. We never had any objection
whatever to extending the security if the
country was to he developed. The pastoralist
would get as good a deal Trom us as from
members opposite. But both sides of the
[Touse require to consider it, It means so
much to Western Ausiralia, for all that
huge territory, the Minister tells us, would
he hevond the reach of Parliament for 50
YPAYs.

The Minister for Lands: Not bevond the
reach of Parliament.

Hon. A. MeCAT.LUM: The Minister zatd
the leases were to he extended for 50 years.

The Minister for TLands: But Parliament
can mnke resumptions at any time.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Yes, but only for
aericaltural purposes; that is the only valid
reason. We do not want to adopt subterfuges
for interferine with the leases. Tf there is
to he anv interference, it must he an sub-
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stantial, straightforward lines. 1t may he a
good thing for Wesiern Australia to give
this 30 years' extension. I do not know. We
want to know the reasons for ii. We are
cntitled to have the whole of the case put
to us, But here, with n long list of business
before the House, no tewer than 37 jtems,
without ineluding molions, and only six
move sitting days, we are asked to give seri-
vus consideration fo a proposition such as
this on top of all this business on the Notice
Paper. And the Government have had notice
of it ever since this session starfed, but have
sat down upon it. So there ean he no ex-
planation in that respect. Lt is the Govern-
ment’s fault alone that the Bill has been
hrought down at this late stage. I am sin-
cerely anxious to hear the explanation of the
Prenticr. T am soiry the lLeader of the Op-
position had to make hiz complaint during
the Premier’s absence, but no doubt the Pre-
mier knows what was said. The complaint is
thar there has been a breach of confidence,
and 1 think the whole HMouse is sorry to
know that it has occurred. The confidence
previously existing hetween the two leaders
has facilitated business here and allowerd
Parlimanent to funetion in the public interesi
fo an extent nnknown in any other Parlia-
ment of this continent,

The Premier: Since 1919,

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: That means 13
years, a pretty good record. the period dur-
ing which the Premier and the Leader of
the Opposition have succeeded each other in
office. That being so, to have this eom-
plaint to-day on top of the complaint made
only two nights ago is the more ineredible.
Is there any reason why the T.eader of the
Opposition should not have the confidence
of the Premier on a Bill such as this? The
Premier knows that two of the representa-
tives of the North sit on this side of the
House, two members whose electors this
decision vitally affect=. Those two members
ghould have known that the Government had
decided to bring down the Bill, and should
have had opportunity to exchange ideas with
the Leader of the Opposition so that thex
might let him have the advantapge of their
opinions, in order that he might give con-
sideration to any viewpoint those memhers
expressed to him. One has heen called home
to his electorate, and we shall not know
what is in his mind. Altogether it is a
maost regrettable incident, particularly as
there has been zo much frankness displaverd
hy the leaders of both sides of the House
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up to now. This is an important matter,
involving a greal deal, and the procedure
is all the more regrettable, because of those
factors. A good case will require to be
established for this Bill to be considered
or all the business on the Notice Paper
to be put through. We have helped the
Government all along the line. The Pre-
mier has not charged us with not living up
to the arrangemeni that was made, Every
time the Leader of the Opposition has given
his word we have stood by it. We feel this
business as much as he does, and are just
ag regretful as he is that there has been a
breach.

The I'remier:
heen.

Hon, P. Collier: You know there has.

Hon. A. MeCATLUM: T have never
known the Leader of the Opposition to speak
as he did this afternoon, without having sith-
stuntial grounds for so deing, He is not
a man to make statements of any kind with-
out foundation, particularly in the strain
that he made them this afternoon. His ve-
putation in the public life of this State will
place him hevond challenge en that seore.
Sowe explanation is due from the Premier.
The Government shonld reconsider their at-
titude, seeing that the end of the session
is so eclose and this Parliament is about to
come to an end. The people have not heen
eonsulted with rogard to this Bill. No ean-
didate at the last elections dreamed of sueh
a thing. No party has had an opportunity
to consider it. So far as we know, no case
has been put up to warrant this legisla-
tion. We are entitled to know all the faets
hefore we are asked to deal with it. The
(Gtovernment should not press the Bill at this
stage.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle} [5331: T
desire to -register my protest against Bills
of this natnure heing hrought down so cloze
to the end of the session: more especially
after the promises that have heen made that
private members’ business would be dis-
cussed.  As things are, very little if any
time will be available for the discussion of
private members’ business. History will
repeat itself. Bills that are dealt with
henceforward up to the end of the session
may well be thrown cut in another place,
because so little fime will be left in which
to discuss them. Members on this side of
the House have Bills and motions that have
been on the Notice Paper for weeks. and
we are most anxious fo deal with them. One

I do not admit there has
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i= of particular importance to tenants, and
another of eyual importance to the workers.
Before bringing new measares down the
husiness of privale members should have
heen debated. There are about 18 items on
the Notive Paper dealing with private mem-
her~’ business, and some of them have bew
hefore the House sinee the session openerd.
Weeks ago the Government assured us that
these matters would be dealt with, but not-
withstanding that promise a controversial
Bill like this is submitted. I hope the Gov-
ernment will reconsider their action, As
the Leader of the Opposition has said, the
pastoralists still have 16 years to run, and
there can be no hurry about a measure of
this kind.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [5.35]: [ wish
fo enter my emphatic protest against new
husiness beiug put on the Notice Paper at
thi= stage of the session. In the “Daily
News” to-night there is a heading to a snb-
leader “End of Session Rush.” This is a
comment on the protest of the Leader of
the Opposition made vesterday. The Leader
of the Opposition indieated that this session
had only a short time to run, that a lot of
work yet remained to be done, buf that ap-
parently a good deal of it would remain un-
done, The sub-leader says—

This T'arliament will expire with the ses-
sion, and there is vet mueh work to be done,
and somv work that should be done, but which
seemingly will not be attempted. For one
thinyg there is small likelihood of the men on
the land receiving those assurances for their
future which they expected, and the with-
hoiding of which they will resent.

T sought to move a motion for the adjourn-
ment of the House to diseuss the problems
of the man on the land. You, Sir, refused
to allow that motion on the ground that
it was not a matter of urgenecy. I take it
von had in mind that we were getting
towards the end of the session, and that it
wns not meet for memhers to delav the
business of the House. I maintain thers
are far more important matters than the
extension of pastoral leases, which still have
16 vears to run. Men engaged in the wheat-
growing industry are clamouring for some
assurance regarding their future, Their
case requires attention at the hands of the
House, and thev stand in need of some-
thing of a definite character being done for
them. We have to restore the morale of
those people, heeause it has been shattered
owing to the fact that they are carrving on
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ai a loss. 1 hear there is to be a motion for
the adjourninent of the House so that the
report of the Commission on the Soutii-
West may be discussed. My wmofion was
just as important as that one. The time i-
getling very short, and soon we shall have
no opportunity to debate this important
question. Country embers very much de-
sire to diseuss the wheat-growing industry.
1 protest against the introduction of the
Bili at this late hour.

MR. COVERLEY (Kinberley) [3.40]:
[ agree with the remurks of the l.eader of
the Opposition in his castigation of the Gov-
ernment. I may he better placed than other
members on this side of the House, because
1 am a mewber of the committee that
was so harshly referred to by the Leader
of the Opposition. There will be ofher
clanses i the Bill that are of importance
to the industry I represent, and for that
reason 1 shall support it. If it were only
a matier of extending the pastoral leases,
I should oppose its introduction at this
stage of the =ession, as the leases still have
16 years to run.  An extension of the leases
now will not help the industry. Members
of the ecommitiee to which I have referred
have given much valuahle time to the draft-
ing of the report that was presented to the
Government. | hope the work of that com-
mittee will result in some advantage to the
industry in wiieh [ win so deeply interested.
I am sorry the Leader of the Opposition
was s0 harsh in his eomments coneerning
that body.

Hon. P. Collier: 1 made mental reserva-
tions.

Mr. COVERLEY: I know the Leader of
the Opposition munst have made mental re-
servalions. 1 imagine he hadl in mind mem-
hers of the committee who were not mem-
bers of this Chamber, To bring down leg-
islation dealing with the North-West at thic
lute hour of the session is in keeping with
the attitude of the Government tewards the
North-West, T faney the pastorahsts will
not aceept the Bill as a sop coming to them
just hefore the elections. The whole atti-
tnde of the Governmnent has been ome of
neglect towards the North-West, Had they
been sincere in their desires to do something
for the indwmstry, they could have dove it
months awo. This Bill epuld have been in-
trodured months hefore, Apparently in the
opinion of the Govermnent any old time will
do for the North-West.
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THE FREMIER (Hen. Siv James Mit-
chell—Northam) [5.43]: I do not propose
to deal with the Bill referred to by the mem-
ber for Kimberley (Mr. Coverley). In re-
ply to the protest which has been made by
the Leader of the Opposition, I wish to
state that we did discuss the legislation to
be passed this session; at that time a Bill
was mentioned that included this provi
sion, and it was put on the Notice Paper.
1 think I said it would not be gone on with
as a consolidating measure. I am sorry
there has been any misunderstanding. Each
year, zince 1919, we have mat and diseussed
the legislation to he brought down at the
closing hours of the session, and we have
up to date managed to get through without
much unpleasantness. Apparently the mem-
her for South Fremantle {(Hon. A. MeCal-
lum) has accused me of a hreach of con-
fidence,

Hon. J. C. Willcock: That was hardly the
word. Deception was the word nsed.

The PREMIER: I am sorry that word
was nsed. I have never broken faith with
the Leader of the Opposition, but it is pos-
gihle to have misunderstandings in the best
of regulated families. I know the session
is drawing to a close, and that not many
days are left to us in which to consider any
business. We have not mueh legislation of
an important character left to consider.
There was no intention to do other than was
arranged at the meeting which took place in
my room. These meetings are usually held
every year. Possibly it will be found on
reference to the rceords that on other ocea-
sions something has eropped up which has
not been considered at these meetings. I re-
gret the misunderstanding has arisen.

HON. M. F. TROY (Mt DMagnel)
[5.45]: The protest made by the Leader of
the Opposition against the introduction of
this BRill at the eleventh hour of the ses-
sion iz well founded. I do not know what
the Bill provides, but I understand its ob-
ject is to extend the term of the pastoral
leases in the North-West. One propnsal
is that the leases in the North-West should
be extended for 50 yvears. The term of the
existing leases will not expire until 1948,
sixteen years henee, and yet we have this
haste in the last hours of the session lo
extend the term.. If a Bill had heen brought
down earlier in the session, it would have
been a different matter. The Minister
did give notice of his intention to ivfro-
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duce a Land Act Consolidation Bill, and
under that we could have dealt with the
whole matter, giving justice where justice
was due and equity where equity was due.
I do not know how far the proposed Bill
will affect pastoral leases in my electorate.
I represent a great many pastoralists and
they have never mentioned to me any such
thing as an extension of the term. Surely
the pastoralists of this State do noi have
to depend upon the present Government
in their last days to give them justice!
They have always received justice from
this side of the House. 1 have been us-
sured by pastoralists that thev considered
the Collier Government the hest Govern-
ment the State had had. The Collier (iov-
crnment considered the pastoralists™ noe-
cessities and gave a fair deal to every
hodv, Why the need to rush through this
Bill at the last moment? If we should
he returned to power after the eleetions,
we have a sense of justice and we know
the needs of the pastoralists.  All this
trouble has heen fomented because the Gov-
wrnment will insist upon bringing in such
an important measure at the last moment
f the session, My constituents have never
wentioned a word about the extension of
sheir leases, and if an exiension is not
secured for them by the present Govern-
wment, they know they will get justice and
equity from another Gtovernment. Not for
another 16 years will any extension of the
term of the leases be necessary. Legislation
of this kind should not be introduced at
such a late stage of the session. Adegquate
time should be given Parliament thoroughly
to consider the whole position,

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-Mid-
land [5.48]: I join with other members
on this side of the House in protesting
against the introduction of such an import-
ant Bill in the last days of the session. It
is quite wrong for the Government to at-
tempt to interfere with one of the main
agseis of the State just before a general
election. In the North-West we have a
huge territory. The Minister for Lands
told wus through the Press the other day
that he was really concerned about the
welfare of that part of the State. He was
concerned because the population was dim-
inishing. The nunber of white people domi-
ciled there is diminishing each vear. Now
the Minister proposes to introduee a Bill
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that will render the position worse. The
object of the Bill, T am told, is o extend
the term of the existing pastoral leases for
50 yvears. The outstanding need is a review
of the land posilion generally, the areas
held, the conditions under which they are
held, the labour employed on their devel-
opment, the kind of development under-
taken, development along the rivers, mono-
poly of the land at the back of their rivers,
the land held along the rivers, Before I
entered Parliament we were erying out to
Parliament to protect the people against
the rotten wmonopoly of land in that
part of the State. As we were ap-
proaching the period when a review was
due by Parliament in a eonsidered manner,
the Government of the day again tried to
Jockey Parliament into doing the same
thing that the present Government are
secking to do to-day, TIn 1916 the Govern-
ment introduced a Bill similar to this one
and Parliament protested vigorously against
it. We had a debate similar to this one,
and we appealed to Parliament not to per-
mit it.

Thé Premier: Do vou rememhber the meet-
in the elerks’ room?
" Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes T do, and
I have no hesitation in saying we were mis-
led on that occasion. The present Premier
misunderstood the position just as much
as T did. We were promised definitely that
the huge areas held by individual pastor-
alists could no longer be held. We were
told definitely that there would have to be
a reductien of aveas held by individuals.
The Attorney (leneral of the day seemed to
he honest in that statement and we accepted
it. The Premier kmows what happened.
One does not like to speak ill of the dead,
but we know that Parliament was misled
hy ane who later assisted the pastoralists to
evade the Aet and te continue to hold huge
areas by forming themselves into companies,
There was a flaw in the Aet. Instead of
Parliament heing informed of the leophole,
instead of the Afttorney General advising
that the measure would not give the protec-
tion that we were seeking and that the peo-
ple were expecting, he led us to believe that
we would be safe in passing the measure.
After a conference that lasted for some
time

Mr. SPEAKER: The han. member iz out
of order.
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Hon. W. D, JOHNSON : 1 wish to differ;
1 amn not out of order. The question is the
introduetion of a Bill, and the Minister has
told us the objeet is to extend the term of
the pastoral leases. I am protesting against
the introduction of the Bill and am giving
my reasons. LUnder the Standing Orders T
have a right to give reasons. What is the
use of making a speech unless I can give
reasons for opposing the Bill? We have
heen jockeyed out of our rights before, and
I do not want to have that experience re-
peated. I am going to cxereise my right to
give the history of what ocecurred previonsly,
s0 that we shall not be misled into authoris-
ing the introduction of a Bill in similar civ-
eumstances, On the oceasion to which T have
been referring, we had a lot of trouble. A
eonference was held and ultimately the Bill
was passed, mueh against the wishes of the
Opposition of the day. Many Government
supporters doubted the wisdom of passing
the Bill, but they were misled by a guar-
antee given by the Minister in charge and
by the Attorney General that the measure
would enable a review to he made of the
land monopoly in the North-West and
hring the wonopoly within reasonable limits.
Ir other words, we were assuved that the
perpetuation of the huge grants along the
river frontages could not he continuved under
the measure. The pastoralists, however,
immediately took advantage of a defect in
the measure o form companies. The com-
panies  continued to monopolise the land,
and that state of affairs exists to-day. A
time limit was stipulated within which the
pastoralists counld bring themselves within
the scope of the measure. They had difi-
culty in forming their companies within the
stipulated time, and again, in the dying
hours of a session, the same gentleman in-
troduced a Bill to extend the period of 12
months so that the pastoralists would have
additional time in which to form companies
and thus defeat the desires of Parliament
and the wishes of the people. Again we
had a fight. Exactly the same kind of de-
hate took place in 1918 as we are having
to-night. The question of land monopoly,
control and development in the Norgh.West,
affects the welfare and prosperity of the
State. If the proposal iz honest, why is
it not faced in an honest manner? What is
the use of bringing it down at thi= staze
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and expecting us to deal with it in a pro-
per manner. It is a big question, and there
is no fime for us to deal with it if we are
to rise before Christmas. Certainly there
iz no prospect whatever of another place
giving it proper consideration. T should
like to know why the Premier wishes to
extend the terin of the pastoral leases on the
eve of an appeal to the people. Surely he
realises that an important question of this
kind should he submitted to the people. At
the last election no suggestion was made
of any proposal to extend the term of this
land monepely. Tt was never wentioned,
and it has never been mentioned since, so
far as T know. The first indication T had
of it was when I walked into the Chamber
to-day and heard the Leader of the Oppo-
sition explaining the obhiect of the Ball
Then he exposed the fact that the Govern.
ment had heen thinking the matter over for
months and vet had rvefrained from telling
the public. There was no declaration that
a Bill of the kind was fo bhe introduced.
and it has only heen introduced in the last
hounrs of the session. T wish fo finish my
remarks as [ started. This question has
never been faced honestly by Parliament,
I do not know how the original leases came
to he granted. That was before my time as
a niember, but from the day 1 ecntered
Parliament, as far back as 1901, mem-
bers in  this House have complained
of the system of land tenure and
the lack of proper development of that
valuable asset in the North. For years

we looked Forward to an  opportunity
to review the whole question, to have
the land  reelassified, surveyed and

scttled in reasonable areas and in a manner
that wonld permit of proper development,
instead of allowing the water fronlages to
be monopolised by the few. We have heen
trving for vears to get such a review, and
on the last ocveasion when a Bill of this kind
was introduced, we were assured that that
wps what the Government of the day had
in mind. They they would not
permit those areas to be held in the
future as ther had heen held in the
past. So the pastoralists formed them-
selves into companies, thus  driving
the proverbial carriage and pair threugh
the Act and defeating the intentions of Par-
Yiament, Tater on amending legislation was
introdueed, and I think it was in 1918 that
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a Government of the same political thought
as the present—Sir James Mitchell was a
member of the Government—extended the
period of the leases for a further 12 months
s0 that the work of forming companies could
be continued, therehy defeating the ends of
Parliament. I hope the Government will
realise the unfairness of this procedure. It
is cheating the people. They are denying
the people the right to voice their opinions.
The public have not heen consulied, but
during the next few months, we shall have

an opportunity te consult them. Are the
Government afraid of the people? Are the

pastoralists afraid to submit this partieu-
lar ¢uesiton to the people, who, they think,
may desive to do them an injustice? Oh-
viously justice will he done to the pioneers
of the North. Evervone admires the work
they have done in the past and are con-
tinuing to do to-day, Buf there is a lot of
work that is not heing done, and cannot be
done under the land tenure system nnder
which huge areas are held by certain in-
dividuals or so-ealled eompanies. There
should be no fear of the people doing an
injustice to the pastoralists of the North,
but, in my opinion, the people intend to
sec that the land in the North is developed
in the hest possible way by limiting the
holdings to reasonable areas, so that they
can he developed by the employment of
white men. It is a pity the Government
have seen fif to introdure such legislation
at the tail end of a session. It would have
heen bad enough to introduce the Bill at an
earlier stage, but to do so at this juncture
is a public outrage. I hope the Premier
will reconsider the maiter.

MR. MILLINGTON ()Mt. Hawthorn)
[6.4]): The part I take exception to in this
matter is that although the leases have 16
years to run, the Government assume that at
thi= stage of the session, with a compara-
tively few dayvs during which Parliament
will sit. they are called upon to_pose as the
champions of the pastoralists of the North,
and as the only people who can be trusied
to look after the interests of those who are
pioneering the onter areas. Underlying the
Government’s aetion is the innuendo or sus-
picion that if those sitting on the Opposi-
tion side of the Houze were to be entrusted
with the formation of the Government after
next general eleetions, thex would deal un-
Justly with the pastoralists. If the Gov-
ernment desgire to pose as the friends of the
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pastoralists, I can assnre them that the pas-
toralists themselves do not view the mem-
bers who are now sitting in Opposition with
any degree of suspicion.

The Premier: Who said they did?

Mr. MILLINGTON: I anm sure they would
not be a party to rushing through legislation
such as this in the dving howrs of a session.
The pastoralists are not as suspicious as
the Government evidently are. 1 was
in the Legisiative Council when this matier
was dealt with hefore, and I know that ia
that House, the Bill was by no means dealt
with as a formal matter. Although the best
legal advice had heen obtained regarding its
provisions;, a most dangerous clause was
allowed to remain in that Bill. It will be
seen, therefore, that the Bill hefore us is
one that requires deep consideration, and at
this late hour there is no pussible prospect
of giving it the attention it is entitled to.
In view of the number of years the pastoral
leases have vet to run, the Government can-
not elaim that the Bill is urgent, unless they
assume that they are the only party whoe
will grant the extension. Tt may be that
their action serves as a forecast for the
future and indicates that the Government
realise that the reputation they have built up
during the last three years means that they
will not be here when the next session oI
Parliament is convened.  Probably, there-
fore, they consider it will not be possible
to trust those who will be in charge of the
Treasury bench next year to do justice io
the pastoralists. 1f the matter were urgent
and important, no objection would be taken
by the Opposition. [ realise that the atter
is importani, but ii eannot he regarded as
urgent. So T endorse the objection that
has been raised to the introduction of the
Bill at this stage. Another point I wish to
muke refers to the treatment meted out to
pastoralists by the Labour Government, in
which the Leader of the Opposition was
Premier. For a few months T was at the
Lands Department, and I know that instead
of the pastoralists viewing the Lahour Gov-
ernment and the Minister with suspicion,
they had the utmost confidence in them.
Not only justice, but generous trentment,
was extended to the pastoralists. That was
undeniably the policy of the Labour Gevern-
ment, They had just as keen an apprecia-
tion of the difficulties of the pastoralists as
the present Government have, and [ am

[ASSEMBLY.]

satisfied, if a census were taken, it would
be found that the pastoralists entertain -o
feelings of suspicion regarding a Lahour
Government. If the measure is not rushed
through at this late hour of the session, it
will be left for another Government fo deal
with, and the pastoralists will be assured of
fair and jost treatment. They mneed that
gonsideration, That is appreciated erually
by the Labour Party as by members sitting
on the Government side of the THousa.
There are many items appearing on the
Notice Paper of sufficient importance ¢n
warrant due consideration by the House. T
assume that some of theose measures of com-
parative importance will have to la
dropped because there will not be sufficient
time to consider them, vet we have a highly
controversial Bill introduced at this stage,
without any previous notice to the House.
The consideration of the Bill will tnke a
good deal of time here, and alse in another
place. In fact,itisin the Legislative Coun-
cil that the Bill will be discussed at the
ereatest length. I have been a member of
that Chamber, and I know from experience
what happened when a Bill was introduced
to extend the term of pastoral leases from
1928 to 1948. T assume. that the Minister
for Lands will have an opportunity to indi-
cate to the House the great nrgency of this
measnre, and will tell wns why some of
those Bills we have already discussed at
some length should be set aside so that we
may give attention to something newly he-
fore us. The Rill will mean the reviewing
of most important’ legislation, and I fail to
see whv there should be evidenced on the
part of the Government such suspicion as
to warrant undue hasie in pushing the Bill
through at this stage. The leasehold system
is the recognised poliey of the Labour Gov-
ernment, and there should be no suspicion
on that score. I have risen to point ont
that the Government need not assume thut
thev are the only champions of the pastoral-
ists, and to point out that on other occa-
sions members at present sitting on the
Opposition side of the House when they had
the opportunity, estended generous consid-
evation to the interests of the pastoralists.
T believe the holders of pastoral leases them-
selves have confidence in those representing
the Labour Party, and realize that we wil}
give them just as fair and adequate treal-
ment as they can expect fromn the present
Government.
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HON. J. C. WILLCOCK (Geraldion)
[6.10]: T shall not have much to say at
this stage, but I want the Premier to un-
derstand thoroughly that a point made hy
the Leader of the Opposition was that in
this Parliament we have always, as the re-
sult of any eonferences between him and the
Leader of the Opposition, had implieit
faith in what the Premier has said. While
T know that the Premier has indicated that,
in  his opinion, a misunderstanding has
cropped up with regard to the conversa-
tion hetween himself and the Leader of
the Opposition a few wecks back, T am
sorry the Premier was not present when
the Leader of the Oppositon dealt
with the molion mnow hefore the House.
The member for Boulder deliberately
aceused the Premier of absolute de-
ception, and he also dealt with a phasge
of our Parliamentary life with regard to
which T am extrentely jealous. Every mem-
ber of Parlinment who has been on a visit
to the Eastern States and has discussed Par-
liamentary matters with members of the
Legislatures there, has probably been asked,
“*How is it that there is such a good un-
derstanding and such mood fesling be-
tween the (iovernment and the Opposition
in Western Australia?  You seem to get
on so well with each other with regard to
legislation that is submitted. and with the
proceedings in Parliament generally. How
do you explain it?’" OF course, we know
it is hecause the political game has always
heen plaved faivlv. The Leader of the Op-
position has pointed out that. in regard
to this particular matter, the game has
not been plaved fairly. I hope that
to restore the gocd feeling and harmony
that has existed for so many years past,
and which I trust will continue in the
future, the Premier, even though it may
involve a elimb-down wilh regard to the
Bill, will do evervthing possible to restore
those feelings of harmony and goodwill to
which T have alluded. T trust the Premier
will say that if this is fo be the effect of
introducing the Bill at this late hour, be
will let the Bill go rather than disturb the
good feéelings that have existed for 30 venrs
or more on the floor of the House. Per-
sonally T object to the Bill being intreduced
at this late hour. and in the way if has
been placed before Parliament. T have
previously expecienced the pasaage of BRills
of this nature. I remember that in 1918
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there was a most important disenssion, and
at that stage the leases had 10 year: to
run bhefore expiry, C(rave objection was
taken to the legislation on that seore, and
public interest was arvoused in the debates
ihat ensued. Bebween 1918 and 1928 we
had to ameund the original Act at least
three times hefore those leases expired. Now,
when the leases have 16 vears to run. we
are asked to pass legislation tfo which
strong exception ean be taken. If a pro-
posal to extend the leases at a time when
they had 10 vears to run ¢ould cause
trouble, surely now when the leases have
16 years to run, greater opposition ecan he
expected. In view of onr past experience,
it is probahle that the Act will be amended
half a dozen times belween now and when
the leases will ultimately expive. In the
civcurnstances, I do not think the Govern-
ment are justified in going on with the
Bill. Pastoralists can rest assured that
whatever Grovernment should be in power,
irrespective of the political brand, those
whe are doing such noble work in the out-
back areas and produecing wealth that isso
necessary for the prosperity of the State,
will receive a fair deal. In fact, they
have always got it. If they have had no
reason to say that they have had an unfair
deal in the past, they will have no reason
to say it in the future. To attempt to ex-
tend the Jeases for 30 years at a time when
they have still 16 vears to run, must be
regarded ag objectionable. It would be dif-
ferent if the leases had but two or three
vears to run. The present Minister for
Lands was not a member of Parliament in
the earlier days when such a strenuous
fight took place on this very question of
the extension of the pastoral leases, but
presumably he knows something of the his-
tory of the Act and knows that the Bill
cannot go through without a repetition of
thai experience. I hope that the Premier,
in order to preserve the harmony that has
hitherto existed between the political par-
ties in this Chamber, will even at this stage
withdraw the Bill.

Sitting suspended from G.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MISS HOLMAN (Forrest} [7.307: I am
very much concerned to see so many new
Bills coming down. Tt is not so much that
T ohject to this measure becanse I do not
know what it contains, but I feel it is too
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late in the session to bring sueh legislation
before the House. Particularly am I con-
rerned about the fate of my own Bill, al-
though it is now standing as No. 10 on the
Notice Paper. Ouly a few days remain be-
fore Christmas, and the Legislative Coun-
eil will not be anxious during those few
days to consider private members’ business
on its merits. As a rnle, a good deal of
legislation is sent by another place to join
the slaughtered innocents at the end of the
session. The Premier said there was not
mueh important legislation on the Notice
Paper. 1 take exception to that remark.

The Premier: 1 was not veferring to your
Bill,

Miss HOLMAN: As the Premier did not
mention my Billy T presume he does not
think it is of any importaunce. The mea-
sure was read a first time on the 7th Sep-
tember—thiee months ago. T1f is a great
shame that the timber workers cannot have
their wrongs redressed by Parliament. The
second veading was moved on the 28th Sep-
tember—ten wecks ago. On one or two oe-
casions the Bill has been reached, but the
debzate has heen adjonrned to suit the eon-
venience of the Government. Apparently
the timber workers are not going to re-
exve cousideration, unless of a hurried
nature. On the 16th November, on a ques-
tion of privilege, I asked the Minister for
Lands when we were to be given an oppor-
tunity to discuss this matter. He replied
that much of the legislation that stood ahead
of private members’ business would be dis-
posed of during the next day or two. Near-
ly another month has since elapsed. Not
only bas the legislation that was ahead of
private members’ business not been disposed
of, buf the Government have placed still
more legislation ahead of private members’
business. We were assured that ounr Bills
would be considered in time to be passed
through another place. As time goes on, I
Eeel more nand more hopeless about gebting
any help for the timber workers. The pas-
toralists leases have 16 vears to run before
they expire, hut the timber workers have
been waiting ever so long to get justice. They
have failed to get it from the court and
now desire to appeal for it to Parliament.
They have a just caunse for complaint in
that their case has not been given adequate
consideration. We have tried to find ways
and means of helping those men to get
what they have earned, and to help them
in their claims against the sub-contractors.

[ASSEMBLY)

Unfortunately, the courts have said that the
only way they can have their wrongs re-
dressed is by means of new legislation. I
am Justified in my protest against the ae-
tion of the Government in misleading pri-
vate members, and encouraging them to think
that their business would receive eonsidera-
tion in time for it to be dealt with by the
Legislative Council. 'We are just as far off
getting that consideration as ever we were,
I support the Leader of the Opposition in
every partienlar, When it was said that he
and the Premier had consulted together re-
garding the late-hour legislation that had
to be brought down, we were satisfied that
our private Bills and motions would be dealt
with. Hope deferred maketh the heart sick.
Our hopes have been deferred so long that
our henrts are very sick. Justice is being
withheld from the timber workers, and the
Government do not seem anxious to allow
them to got it. 1 protest strongly against
new legislation being put ahead of private
members’ business.

MR. ANGELO (CGascoyne) [7.40]: T re-
aret that the Bill has been bhrought down at
this late hour, but feel suve that if the Ain-
ister for Lands were given an opportunity
to state his reasons, members would change
their views. Thig Bill is important nof only
to the pastoralists, but to the workers in the
industry. Hundreds in my electorate have
been retrenched from stations, and wmany of
them are in the South on the dole. They
can no longer get a living in their old oc-
cupations, becanse the pastoralists eannot af-
ford to pay fheir wages, and cannot horrow
money with which to do so. Fully 95 per
cent. of the pastoralists in the North are
being financed by the banks and other insti-
tutions. The depression has created & doubt
as to the value of pastoral securities. True,
the leases have 16 years to run, A few
vears ago, when the industry was in a flone-
ishing condition, the banks did not hesitate
to lend money, knowing that in the natural
course of events it would he repaid in five
or 10 vears. It was a good business risk.
The position las now changed, No one knows
how soon an advance will he paid off now,
The banks and other financial institutions de-
sire to make their securities more assured.
Many of the firms wiheh would have lent
money a few vears ago on a 10-years tenure
will not do so to-day on a 1lG-years’ tenure,
but if Parlinment will extend the 16 vears
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to 30 or 40 years, the banks will have a
better chance of getting their money hack.

Hon. W. D. Jolmson: That is the position
all over the world. )

Mr. ANGELQ: Nevertheless, it is the true
position.

Hon. W. ). Johnson: It has heen going
on for a hundred years.

Mr. ANGELQ: For seven years [ man-
arred one of the Associated Banks.

Mr. Marshall: No, you mismanaged it.

Mr. ANGELO: That may be funny but it
i not true. That partieular bank spent
millions of ponunds in the North-West for the
development of the pastoral industry. Later
on I was associated with that industry as a
stock and station agent and in other diree-
tions. For 15 vears T have represented the
Gascoyne electorate, so should speak with
some knowledge, The first thing a bank or
financial institution looks at is the length of
the tenure. It is impossible at the present
time even to horrow money to earry on the
stations unless the banks and firms are satis-
fied that the pastoralistz have a tenure long
enough to permit of their repaving the
banks’ advances when the good times come
again. At present lenders are not prepared
to take the risk. Anyone who knows any-
thing at all about the pastoral indunstry must
know that, uwnfortunately, improvements on
stations have been  deteriorating  for
some time. Windmills require new parts,
tanks  need rvenewing, fences require
repairing.  The pastoralist knows that
at  present he cannot earry out the
work necessary to put all those things
in order: hut he has heen told by the finan-
cial institutions that if he ean offer them
hetter security thev will lend him the money
to put his fences in repair, renew his ftanks
and provide new parts for his windmills. Tt
is ahsolutely neeessarv for the pastoralist to
keep his improvements in such a sfate of
preservation as will ennble him to carry on
his station in a proper wav, If the Bill
passes, I am sure money will be made avail-
able for the purposes T have mentioned.

Mr. Marshall: You told u= that ahout the
Carnarvon Meat Works, vet £60,000 was
wasted upon them.

Mr, ANGELO: These loud speakers do
give one a headache.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. ANGELO: Tf the Bill passes, T feel
quite sure that within six months the pas-
toralists wili be able to re-engage hundreds
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of their employees who are at present out-of
work. I urge members to consider those men
as well as the pastoralists, and lose no time
in passing the Bill. The Leader of the Op-
position referred to the North-West Advis-
ory Committee. He said it was a hvpoeritical
body and had been appointed simply to make
this recommendation in conneetion with pas-
toral leases. I think if only fair to the com-
mittee to sav that our report, which was sub-
mitted only abeut three or four weeks ago,
consists of 18 pages of typewritten foolscap,
of which less than one third of a page refers
to pastoral leases. That committee, which
consisted not only of the four North-West
members of this Flouse, but of the three
North-West members of the Upper House,
together with many of our leading business
men and a representative of the pastoralists,
spent many weeks—we had 30 meetings—
in going into various matters. We made re-
commendations not only on this partienlar
subject, but on 50 or 60 other matters.

Alr. Marshall: Will they also be eontained
in the Bilt?

My, ANGELO: T hope not. I have not
scen the Bill, but I understand it refers
ouly to the one subject.

Mr. Marshall: Then why are you refer-
ving to the whole of the report?

Mr. ANGELO., I am saying how wrong
the sugprestion is which was put forward by
the Leader ol the Opposition. Knowing
bim as 1 do, I feel sure that when he has
had an opportunity of peruzing the report,
he will be sorry he treated uws in such a
cavalier manner. I hope the Bill will re-
ceive the early attention which its impoit-
ance denmands,

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. G. Latham—York—in reply) [7.50]: I
am very sorry that my introduebion of this
measure should have caused the debate which
has taken place; but may I, at the outset,
make it perfectly clear that what is pro-
posed was previously included in a Bill in-
troduced into the House for the consolida-
tion of the Land Aet? When the Premier
made the arrangement he did with the Leader
of the Opposition, the major portion of
that Bill was dropped in order to curfail
the work of the House, and it will be ready
for whatever party happens to he in power
next session. Of courze, there may he
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ehanges, but 1 assure members there was no
breach of faith on the part of the Premier.
The Bill was already on the Notice Paper,
but, in order to meet the desires of the Op-
position, we dropped the major portion of it.

Mr, Marshall: Why cannot it wait until
next session?

The MINISTER FOR LAKNDS: I sug-
gest to the hon, member that he waits until
he peruses the Biil. The pastoralists, like
every other seetion of the primary pro-
duocers not only in Western Australin but
in Australia generally, are suffering n very
serious finanecial set-back, and I know mem-
bers opposite would like to assist them iu
these trying times. T <hall leave the dis-
cussion of the Bill until it 1s hefore mewm-
bers. The Bill has not heen withheld. I
can assure members that is so. The Bill

which we withdrew from the Notice Paper -

was the comprehensive measure, which took
a great deal of time to frame. After all,
the Bills whieh have been introduced by
my colleagne, the Minister for Alines, have
taken up a lremendous amount of the time
of the Parlinmentury draftsmen. They have
been working for weeks on those Bills, try-
ing to perfect them and, as the Minister told
the House, we have not n great number of
idle Parliamentarv draftsmen on the staff.
We have had to take our furn. There was
no intention on the part of the Government
to foist on the House in the dying hours
of the session an important measnre with-
out giving members ample opportunity of
discussing it. T am not going to discuss
the position of the pastoralists, beecause we
stiall have plenty of time fto do thai when
the Bill is bhefore the House. The Premier
has given me the privilege of telling the
House that the Bill will not take priority
over other measures now on the Notice
Paper. Private members will have an oppor-
tunity of discussing their measures hefora
the Bill ig brought forward, They must
give us an opportinity to expedite the husi-
ness of the House as mueh as possible. T
have no desire to deprive members of the
opportunity of diseussing private Bills
Having expressed the opinions thev hold.
I do hope they will accept my statement
that there is no desire on the part of the
Government to break down the good feeling
which has exizsted for so long hetween the
two Leaders of the House simply because of
what has happened on this oceasion. '

[ASSEMBLY.]

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

o

Avyes 2
Noes 18
Majority for T
AYES.
Myr. Angelo - Sir James Mitchell
Mr, Brown Mr. Parker
Mr. Cburch Mr. Patrick
Mr. Caoverley Mr. Piesse
Mr. Davy Mr. Ricbardsen
Mr. Daney Mr, Sampson
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Keenan Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Latham Mr. J. M. Swmith
Mr. Lindsay Mr. Thorn
Mr. H. W. Mann Mr. Troy
Mr. J. I. Mann Mr. Narth
Mr. McELarty (Teller.)
Noks.
Mr. Collier Mr, Munsio
Mr. Corboy Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Cununingham Mr. Panlon
Mr. Grifiiths Mr. Sleeman
Miss Holman Mr. F.C. L. Smitl
Mr. Jobnson Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Marshall Mr. Willcock
Mr. McCallum Mr. Withers
Mr. Millington Mr. Wilson
{Teller.)

Question thus passed.
Leave given.

Firat Reading.

On motion by the Minister for Tands,
Bill read & first time.

BILLS (4)—RETURNED.

1, Mining Aect Amendment.
With amendments.
2, Rockingham Road Thstriet (Loan Rate
Exemption).
3, Collie Recreation and Park Lands Act
Amendment.
+, Roads Closure.
Without amendment.

BILL—MINE WORKERS’ RELIEF.
Recommittal.

On motion by the Minister for Mines, Bill
recommitted for the purpose of further
considering Clanses 5, 37, 38, 42, 48, 49 and
53.

In Commitice.

Mr. Riechardson in the Chair; the Minis-
ter for Mines in charge of the Bill
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Clause 5—Inferpretation:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move
an amendment—

That there be added to the definition of
¢¢Ming worker’'' a paragraph, as follows:—

‘*Subject to the approval of the Governor
in each ease, the term also includes a person
whoe whilst empleyed as a mine worker, either
before or after the commencement of this Act,
left or leaves such employment in order to be
employed in another class of employment
dircctly or indirectly connected with the min-
ing industry in Western Australia, and whilst
so employed contributes to the fund as a mine
worker under this Act.’’

This is to meet the point raised by the mem-
her tor Huannans last night.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 37—Viee-Chairman:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move
an amendment—

That this clause be deleted and that there
be inserted in lieu thereof a eclause as fol-
lows:—

37. (1) The Governor may appoint any per-
son, other than a person for the time being
acting as an ordinary member of the Board,
to be deputy ehairman of the Board to act in
the plaee of the ¢hairman at any time during

his absence or inability of the chairman to
aet.

{2.) The deputy chairman shall hold office
during the pleasure of the Governor,

(3.) In the absence of, or during the in-
ability of the chairman to act, the deputy
chairman shall act in his stead, and whilst se
acting shall hiave the same powers and duties
as the chairman if present would have.

Ulanse 37 as printed in the Bill provides
that at the lirst meeting of the bhoard the
members shall eleet from umongst their
numbers a viece-chairman fo act in the ab-
sence of the chairman. But that would dis-
turh the voting power of the two parties,
and so it was suggested by the members of
the board themselves that we should have
such a clause as I now propose.

Amendment put and passed.
Clanse 38—DMeetings:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move
an amendment—

That Subclause (1) be deleted and there be
ingerted in liew a subclause as follows:—

(L) The chairman, or, in his absence or
during his inability to act, the deputy chair-
man, shall preside at all meetings of the
Board, and shall have a deliberative vote
only.

Amendment put and passed; the elause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 42—Towers of board:

The MINISTER FOR MINXES: T move
an amendment—

That there he added at the end of para-
graph (g) of Clause 42 the words ‘“including
the pavment of allowances to persons acting
as legal guardians of und maintaining infant
dependants of a mine worker,”’

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to,

Uinuse 48—Benefit in respect of a mine
worker prohibited as suffering from tuber-
culosis and silicosis:

CThe MINISTER FOR MINES: I move
an amendment—

That there be added to Subelause (1) a
provise as tollows:—

““Provided further, that where a inine
worker referred to in Subscetion (1) of this
section is receiving his worker’s compensation
Ly weekly payments in accordance with the
sail Act and, if working as a mine worker,
would be entitled in acceordance with the
ruling basic wage to receive wages weekly in
cxcess of the amount of weekly compensation
which he is receiving, then, notwithstanding
anything fo the contrary contained in this
section or in any other scction of this Act,
such mine worker, whilst he continucs to re-
crive weekly payvments of worker’s compensa-
tion, shull be entitled to receive from the
Board out of the fund weekly the amount of
the difference hetween the amount of the
weekly payment of worker's compeusation
and the amount of weekly wages aforesaid.”’

it means that we are making provision for
the bourd to make up the difference between
the maximwn amount the worker ¢an re-
ceive under the Workers' Compensation
Act, and the basic wage, if he is entitled tu
it. Under the Workers’ Compensation .\ct
he receives only half the ruling rate of wage
and 7s. 6d. for each dependant, with =
maximum of £3 10s. per week. This will
allow him to draw up to the maximum wage.

Amendment put and passed; the clauss,
as nmended, agreed to.

Clause 4)—Benetit in respeet of a miue
worker prohibited as suffering from tuber-
culosis without silicosis:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move
an amendment—

That there be inserted in Subclause (1)
after the word ‘‘work,’’ in line 10, the words

‘‘gor that prior to such prehibition and to the
medical  examinalion next preceding such
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prohibition he had been cxamined by the
laboratory, and then found not to be suffering
from tuberculosis.’’

In the Bill it is provided that if a man he
found to be suffering from T.B. and has
not been in the industry for at least bw
years, he shall not be entitled to any com-
pensation. [Bul I agreed last evening that
if he had heen previously examined by the
department and was passed as heing free
from T.B., and was afterwards found to be
suffering from T.13., it wounld be aceepted
as being a result of his employment.

Mr. MARSHALL: Thiz is the point 1
raised last evening. I want to know how
the miners in the North-West are going to
fare under the amendment. Those miners
cannot possibly be examined. The Minister
has struek out the provision which coverad
those men.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, [
have not struek out anything. Quite a
number of men enter the industry in locali-
ties where they cannot be examined at the
lahoratory at Kalgoerlie, but can only be
admitted on a medical certificate. If they
have worked in a mine for two years,
whather examined or not, and arve found to
be suffering from T.B., they get these benc-
fits, but if they have not been at least two
vears in the industry it is accepted thal
%he}; were suffering from T.B. hefore they
entered the industry, and so are not en-
titled to compensation. If, on the other
hand, they were previousiy examined by a
Aoctor, it is taken as evidence that they con-
tracted the disease in the industry.

Amendneni put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move
an amendment—

That in paragraph (a) the words ““three
pounds ten shillings per week’’ be struf:k out
and the words ‘‘the basic wage from time to
time ruling in the district in which the mine
worker was employved when prohibited, and
whicli would be applicable to him if he had
continued to be so employed’’ inseried in
lieu,

This will have the same effect as the longer
amendment made to fthe other clause.

Amendment pul and passed: the elanse,
as amended, agreed to.
Clanse 53—Benefit in respect of o mine

worker referred to in Seetions 50 and 52
of this Aet:

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move—

That the following proviso be added to Sub-
clanse (1):—

“*Provided further, that where a mine
worker referred to in Subsection (1) of this
section is receiving his worker’s compensation
by weckly pavments in accordance with the
gaid Act, and, if working as a mine worker
would be entitled in zccordance with the
ruling basic wage to receive wages weekly in
cxcess of the amount of weekly compensation
which he is receiving, then, notwithstanding
anything to the contrary contained in this
section or in any other section of this Act,
suck mine worker, whilst he eontinues to re-
ceive weckly payments of worker’s compensa-
tion, shall be entitled to rceeive from the
board ont of the fund weekly the amount of
the difference between the amount of the
weekly payment of worker’s compensation
and the amount of weekly wages aforesaid.’’

This is similar to the amendment made fo
Clause 48.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported with further amend-
ments.

Ax to Standing Orders Suspension,
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended us is wecessary to cnable the Bill
to be passed through its remaining stages at
thig sitting.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: Why the need
for suspending the Standing Orders for this
Bill? 1 cannot sce that anything can be
gained by such haste. 1n view of the fact
that new legislation is being introduced, it
would nppear that the session is nof going
to end speedily.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
particular; members can have the Bill or
leave it.

- Hon. J. Cunningham: We do not want
it

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am pre-
pared to withdraw the motion,

Hon. J, CUNNINGHAM: 1 said that we
do not want this Bill. We never asked for
it. Trrespective of what the Leader of the
Opposition might say, we do not want it.

Mr. Panton: Who are “we,” anvhow?

Hon. J, CUNNINGHAM: T for one, and
there ave others,

AMr, Marshall: Quite right, we do not want
it.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHADM: T cannot see
that there is any need for haste or any
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aced to suspend the Standing Ovders. [
intend to oppose the third reading of the
Bill. The people of the goldfields do not
desire it

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 nsk
leave to withdraw the motion for the sus-
pension of the Standing Orders.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

BILI—METROPOLITAN WHOLE MILK,
Second Reading,

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON, §, W. MUNSIE (Illannans) [8.21]:
1f the Minister will introduce a Bill that
will assist the producers of milk, I am pre-
pared to support it. The wheaigrowers are
i a had way, but bad and all as their posi-
tion is, I helieve that the men produeing
milk, particularly whole milk for the met-
ropolitan area, are in a worse position, and
that is saying a good deal. I do not he-
lieve this Bill will benefit those nen at all;
on the eontrary, if it he passed, it will do
considerable haym to the whole of the popu-
lation of the metropolitan area. I am not
prepared to vote for the second reading of
a Bill that provides for a board to he
constituted s proposed. I have never
known such a  lopsided board o he
sugrested. That is my first ohjection to the
Bill. The marginal note to Clause 2 of the
Bill is, “Saving provisions.” I have read the
clause half a dozen times, Lut have heen
unable to understand it. I showed it to a
solicitor and asked him whether he could un.
derstand it, and his reply was, “Yos, it is a
point blank contradietion of itself.”

Mr. Marshail : You should have taken it to
the Salvation Army: they ave always sav-
ing.

Hon, 8. W, MUNSIE: T agrec with the
solicitor; it is a point blank contradiction of
itself. First of all it sets forth that the
measure shall not he deemed to repeal any
other Act or any regulations made under anv
other Act. That is quite elear, but it goes
on to say that if any other Act or regulations
conflict with thiz measure or the regulations
made under it, this measure shall prevail,

The Minister for Agriculfure: That does
not repeal any other Act.

Hon 8. W. MUNSIE: But it nullifies any
other Aet or regulations that may confliet
with this measure. That is ridiculous and
absurd. I have two ohjections fo the Bill.

23234

My first objection is to the constifution of
the hoard. My second objection is to Clause
17. That clanse empowers the board to ap-
point officers, including inzpectors, as con-
sidered necessary to carry out its duties and
funetions, I have no objection to the hoard
appointing odicers, but I object to the board
having power to appoint inspectors. If the
Government wish to finish the session before
Chiistmas, they will have to remove those
two words from the Bill.

The Premier: Why?

Hon, S. W. MUNSIE: The Comnittee
stage has yet fo come, and if the words are
not deleted, members will he kept here for a
long time. [t is proposed that there shall be
four milk producers on the hoard. The hoard
would elect a chairman, and naturally one
of the four producers would he elected. The
chairman is to have two votes, and conse-
guently ihe four produeers would command
five votes out of eight. Such a hoard is fo
be empowered to appoint inspectors. What
will be the duty of the inspectors? To in-
spect the dairvies and the milk sent to the
metropolitan area. The result will be that
the inspectors appointed by the board will
be inspecting the dairies owned by and the
milk produced by their employers. If the
Government think T am going to agree to
that, they are mistaken. In the interests of
the health of the people, the inspection of
milk, the chief food of the people, should
be the responsibility of the Health Depart-
ment. The hoard could appaint as an in-
spector anybody it liked. TFrom the first
page of the Bill to the last, there is nothing
to require the inspectors to possess any qualj-
fications, TParticular friends of the hoard
may be appointed inspectors and they need
not possess any qualifieationz.  Does ihe
Minister realise that that provision will over-
tide Seetion 30 of the Health Act, whirh
provides for the qualifications of health in.
gpectors? I do not want to see those qusli-
fications reduced. If there is to be any alter-
ation, let us make the standard higher, and
not wipe it out. The propesal in the Bill
is ridiculous. It is highly desirable that an
alteration he made fo the conditions govern-
ing the milk industry. I do not know how a
dairvman ean produce milk profitably, par-
ticularly for the metropolitan area, unless
he has a dairy eclose to Perth, i« milking his
own cows, and has a milk round of his own,
Probahly suel a man could make a de-
cent living wunder existing conditions.
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The wan who has a dairy ten or 12 miles
out of the city and has to send his milk
to a depot, which paszes it on to the re-
tailer, who delivers it to the public, has
oo hope of making u success of his busi-
ness. FHe is probably getting about 5%d.
a gallon for bhis milk, and that is all he
would get as a result of this Bill. He eaun-
not make ends nieet under such conditions.
We require legislation that will control the
distribution of milk in the metropolitan
area. Many metropolitan dairymen have
either to pay high rentals for their land,
or have had to put up a considerable amount
of capital if they have bought their land.
They have also had to buy their berds, and
have to keep those herds healthy. When
they lose a Deast as a result of disease, they
have to replace it.

The Minister for Agriculture: They get
compensation up to 90 per cent.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: But they still
lose 10 per cent. They have to go to all
this expense before they supply any milk
whatever. Why should men like that re-
ceive only between 5l4d. and 7l4d. per gal-
lon, while the consumer in the metropolitan
ares is called upon to pay from 2s. 4d. to
2s. Bd, a gallon? What becomes of the
difference between the two prices? It goes
firsi of all to the depot-keeper, and then
to the man who delivers the milk. How
can we expect to benefit the producer if
we allow the system of distribution to re-
main as it is? I live in Fitzgerald-street,
North Perth. On six days in the week, 60
milk earts pass my door. '

Mr., Panton: Six come into my street,
which contains seven houses.

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: I know of a milk-
wan who supplies a customer three-guarters
of a mile from my place, and also supplies
a customer at the other end of the framway
terminus in Vietoria Park. We must con-
trol the distribution. This Bill will not
affect that position one jot. The producer,
through the Press, is asking for a Bill that
will give him a fairer price for bis product.
If this Bill becomes law, he may get a bet-
ter price, but only at the expense of an in-
crease in price to the consumer. If for no
other reason than that it will increase the
cost of living, I will vote against the Bill.
Even if I thought it would mean a better
price to the producer, and a lower price
to the consumer, I would oppose the Bill
unless the Minister agreed to allow the
Health Department to eontrol the inspection
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of dairies and the delivery of milk in t
metropolitan area. [ am not prepaved |
hand over the inspections to anyone in pr
vate employment,

The Premier: Has there ever been a tho
ough inspection of dairy farms?

Hon, 8. W. MUNSIE: Within a give
rading of the metropolitan area there h:
been an elficient inspection by the Heall
Department of all dairies. This Bill wi
take that work out of the hands eof the d
partment. Of course, the Minister for Agr
culture will say he is not taking the wo
away from the Health Department, becau:
it will still control the standard of mil
Is that all he is thinking about?

The Minister for Agriculture: They wi
control the milk in the metrapolitan are
but not on the Larm.

Hon, S. W, MUNSBIE: I want to see ti
confrol begin before the cow is milked.

Mr. Thorn: That is the work of a veteri
ary officer.

Mr. Panton: Will the milk improve ¢
its way from the farm to the metropolitu
area?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: For health re
sons I want to see dairies properly inspeete
The Minister will probably tell us that muc
of the milk which ¢omes to the metropol
fan area is not inspected by health officex
That is true. Supplies come from Brun
wick, where there i1s no inspection by fl
Health Department.

Mr. Sampson: A health inspector is ev
ployed by the Hnorvey Road Board.

Hon. 5. W, MUNSIE: if I can get u
way, road boards and municipalities wi
not employ their own health inspector
Those men should ell be under the contr
of the Department of Public Health,

Mr. Bampson: They must hold certoi
certificates,

Hon. 8. W. MUNSTE: Yes, but not unds
this Bill. In certain sreas close to the me
ropolitan avea some of the loeal authoritis
have their own health inspectors. I kno
of one gase in the metropolitan avea of
local health board which employed
health inspector. There were seven me
on the hoard, and six of them we
dairymen. They were the employers of th
inspector. How ean fair inspection b
made under such conditions? Six of th
members of the board were in the busine:
the man was called upon to inspect. H
would naturally want to keep hiz job, an
would feel that he would bave to keep hi
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tongue quiet and close his eves to what he
saw. In other words he would be told to
mind his own business. I want to see these
inspections carried out by Government em-
ployees. men who are fully qualified for the
work. I know that some of the inspectors
employed by local authorities are fully
qualified men. The Bill that I brought
down to deal with this matter would have
been effiicacious, had it not heen severely
mutilated in another place. I know of an-
other ecase in the metropolitan area where
the seeretary of the health board was the
health inspector. Within that area there
were nine noxious trades and 21 dajries.
T secured the monthly reports of this health
inspector, for three months in succession.
They showed he had not visited one dairy
or one of these esiablishments where =
noxions trade was being carried on. Can
that be called health inspection? How can
the public get a fair deal under sueh ecn-
ditions ?

The Minister for Agrienlture We want
to alter that.

Hon, 8§, W, MUNSIE: T did try to alter
it. I put a Government inspector over this
man’s head, and made the local authority
pay his salary. I did my best to make milk
inspections all they ought to be. I will not
vote for any Bill that will take away the
little we have sneceeded in gaining in the
the matter of milk inspeetion. We shall
only revert to the old position when we had
no eontrel over milk in the metropolilon
area.

Mr. Angelo:
Bill.

Hon, 8, W. MUNSIE: I will help to
amend it by trying to get the words T have
referred to struck out. T would talk for
hours rather than allow a board such as is
constituted under the Bill to have the right
to employ their own health inspeetors. T
never heard anytbing more ridieulous or
absurd. I will not submit to a Bill like
thiz becoming law if it possible to prevent
it.

Then help to amend this

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) {8.45]: Al-
though there are many features about the
Bill that I dislike, I intend to support the
second reading. In Committee many amend-
ments will require to be made if the meas-
ure is to become workable. The dairying
indusfry is in a precarious posifion, more
especiaily as regards the whole milk seetion.
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T do not see how the Bill will assist them
one iota.

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: Nor do T,

Mr. J. H. SMITH. Nevertheless, we can
discuss ways and means of getting over the
difficulties, and it is our duty to do so. Some
few month ago, a hoard was appointed to
fix prices and to ascertain whether it was
not possible to bring the producers and the
consumers closer together. The operations
of that board broke down beeause there was
no statntory authority fo emable them to
dn anything. A strike of producers fol-
lowed in which a well-known gentleman
was highly interested. He belongs to an
organisation established for pelitical pur-
poses, and he was prominenl in the trouble,
possibly for the purpose of becoming chair-
man of the board whea the projected legis-
lation became law.

Mr. Satpson: He did some very effective
work

Mr. J. H. SMITH: 1 have heard the bon.
member on many occasions belittle the or-
ganisation with which that gentleman is
connected. He has spoken very detrimen:-
ally about that particular individual.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: The producers had
a good case, but their efforts were badly
organised.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: The milk that will be
controlled by the board to be set up will be
drawn from as far as Muchea in the east to
Brunswick in the south, and if any hen.
member can tell me how the proposed board
will be able to regulate the business and
control the contracts that will be entered
into, then I am a Dutechman. Throughout
that avea, sufficlent milk will be produced ‘to
supply the metropolitan area a dozen or 15
times over. Although the producers said
they could not make a living with milk at
11%%d. a gallon—that was the price when
the strike took place—they are supplying
milk to-day at about 5%%4d. a gallon on the
basis of butter fat prices at present. What
increase will those producers get over butter
fat prices? We shall have to fix a margin.
If we fix it at 3d. a gallon, that will make
the price 8d., or 3%d. a gallon less than
the producers were getiing when the strike
was precipitated. If we allow 6d. a gallon
extra, so as to give them a semblance of a
living out of the produet, it will mean 11d.
a gallon to evervone who contributes
towards the milk supply of the metropolitan
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area. What will be the result? There will
he chaos. If the board were to tell Jones
that they would register him and that he
could supply milk at 3d. over butter fat
prices, and at the same time debar Smith
from enjoving the same privileges hecause
he had not made a contraet, will it get us
anvwhere? Obviously too mueh pewer is to
be given to the board. All the producers
will desire to supply milk. We will have t>
draw a line somewhere, and when we do so,
it will mean that the man hevond the line
will be compelled to supply his milk to the
creamery or to the butter factory at 5d,
while & man on the other side of the line
will be able to =ell hiz milk at 11d. a gallon.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Are they not all en-
titled to the margic?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Of course they ars,
and I cannot see how the Minister will get
over that diffienlty. I hope he will explain
to the House just what he intends to do,
and how lie hopes to overcome that diffienlty.
Dairies are distributed all over the metro-
politan area, and thev will possibly be put
out of existence. No provision is made in the
Bilt for compensation. Many dairymen
have heen established for years. Will the
bhoard have power to say to a man that al-
though he has heen operating for a num-
ber of years, he must cease operations the
next day because the hoard have decided to
draw the milk supplies of the metropolitan
area from the Peel Estate, from Harvey or
from Oshorne Park, where there is sufficient
milk produced to supply everyone in the
metropolitan area? T do not see how that
can be done. T hope the Minister will give
. us some explanation under that heading. I
am only too anxious to support the second
reading of the Bill with the object of see-
ing whether we cannot do something to im-
prove the measure at the Committee staga.
There will also be the difficulty with regawd
fo the ingpecticns (o which reference has heen
made by several members. To-day there is
supposed to be a svstem of inspection of
the dairies, and the owners are supposed to
be compelled to keep them clean. Now the
Minister proposes to establish ancther au-
thority over the heads of the present inspee-
tors, but that cannot be done unless we
amend the Health Act. The whole problem
bristles with difficulties. T understand many
amendments are to he moved. I shall await
the Committee stage with interesf.
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THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{(Hon. P. D. Ferguson—Irwin-Meore—in
reply) [8.50]: [ have listened with interest
to the debate. In view of the fact that the
contemplated legislation is experimental in
this State, it {s merely nataval that consid-
erable altention should be devoted to the
proposals. I have been rather pleased with
the debate that has taken place, becanse it
has evidenced the interest of members
generally, Certainly it is apparent there
is a great deal of misconeeption regarding
the measure, and much has been imported
into the debate that has very little con-
nection with the Bill itself. I desire to
refer to the remarks of several members,
particulazrly those who have gone to a great
deal of trouble to place before the House
considered views horn of experience, that
were caleulated to be of eonsiderable bene-
fit in making the measure more workable,
The member for Mt. Hawthorn (Mr. Mil-
lington), in the cowrse of a long speech,
made some remarks that were not quite
justified. He said that unless the producer
was from outside the metropolitan area, he
was of no interest to the (Government,
That was not a fair statement, because not
only the producers from outside the met-
ropolitan area but those within who are
menbers of the Metropolitan Dairymen and
Cattle Owners’ Association, have been in
conference with the Deputy Premier and
myself on more than one oceasion, and
their views have been accorded serious con-
sideration. So the hon. member’s sugges-
tion that unless a producer was operating
outside the metropolitan area the Govern-
ment would not give him any consideration,
has no foundation in fact. The hon. mem-
her also referred sarcastically to the milk
advisory board that I established a year
or so ago in an endeavour to straighten
out the diffienlties of those engaged in
supplying whole milk to the metropolitan
area pending the passage of legislation to
provide the statutory power fhey consid-
ered necessary to enable them to place the
industry on a firm basis. The hon. member
said that with the exception of Mr. Sut-
ton and Mr. Baron-Hay, each member had
some offieial standing or was in some way
associated with the Primary Producers’
Assocnation. He asserted that the advisory
board was purely and simply a P.P.A. or-
ganisation. In refutation of that sngges-
fion I will give the House the names of
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those who constituted the advisory board.
They were as follows:— -the Director of Ag-
riculture (Mr. Suften), (Chairman); the
Superintendent of Dairying (AMr. Baron-
Hay); the late Mr. Robinson, who was a
member of a road board in the hon. mem-
ber's own electorate and president of the

Osborne Park Agricultural Society; Mr.
Russell, a dairyman of Serpentine; Mr.

Taylor, of Mundijong, a dairyman and stud
cattle breeder; Mr. Shaw, a dairyman at
Harvey; Mr. Pickering, the chairman of
the Whole Milk Section of the P.P.A.; Mr.
Brown, of Browns Ltd., a depot keeper;
Mr. Roberts, a depot keeper and retailer;
Dr. Bovd, the chairman of directors of
Pasecomi Litd., and Mr. MeRobbie, ¢chairman
of the Retail Milk Vendors’ Association.
Apart from My, W. G. Pickering. whom T
knew {o be associated with the Primary
Producers’ Association, not one of those
wen, so far as I knew when I appointed
them, wus connected in any way with the
P.P.A. I have been given to understand
that Mr. Taylor was a member, or may
have been a member, at the time 1 ap-
pointed him to the board, but I was not
aware of the political views of any of those
members, apart from Mr. Pickering, when
T appointed them to the board. The state-
ment, therefore, that they were officers or
associated with the P.P.A., was nol in ae-
cordance with the facts. The member for
Mt. Hawthorn also stated that on the pro-
posed hoard, the PP.A. would have four
representatives. There is no suggestion
that the four producers to be appointed to
the board shall be members of the P.P.A.
He also said thai he did not feel disposed
to leave foo much to any elected board,
and that, in his opinion, the board was
wrongly constituted. On the other hand,
the hon. member made no snggestion as to
what he considered would be a properly
constituted board, so he did not provide
us with much helpful eriticism.

Mr. Sampson: Membership of the Pri-
mary Producers’ Association has no signi-
ficance at all.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
At any rafe, it does not condemn a man.
The member for Mt. Hawthorn also stated
that only those associated with the Pri-
mary Producers’ Association could get the
car of the Minister. That is not so. As T
have previously pointed out, those associ-
ated  with all  sectionz of the industry
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have on numerous cecasions discussed this
problem with Ministers. As a matter of
fuet the deputation that waited on the
Deputy Premier, in the absence of the F're-
mier, who was in the Eastern States, made
an urgent and influential request thap
this legislation should be placed before
Parliament. That deputation consisted of
Messrs.  Macfarlane, ML.C.,, [Pickering,
Ahernethy and Taylor, representing the pro-
ducers, and Brown, Wilson, Gillam, Mc¢Roh-
bie and Roberts, representing the distribu-
tors. Af least six out of the nine had no
assoctation with the P.P.A, or the producers,
and those representative men, on hehalf of
the various sections of the trade, urged upon
the Deputy Premier the necessity to do some-
thing along the lines indicated in the Bill.
Varions deputations have waited upon Min-
isters pointing out different phases of the
difliculties they were up against, and the last
deputation that waited on me consisted
wholly of distributors, without a single re-
presentative of the producers or of the Pri-
mary Producers’ Association. So far as I
was able to, T informed them what the Bill
would contain. Tt is natural that every see-
tion should desirve to seenve increased repre-
sentation on any board set up to eontrol the
industry. The producers contend that they
are the most vitally concerned, and shounld
have all the vepresentation, The distribuntors
consider themselves an important section of
the community, and urge that they should
have increased representation. While hon.
members opposite have stressed the position
of the consumer, I do not think the con-
suners have wvaised any greai complaint
against the Bill. Apparently thev are satis-
fied that under the measure they will gzet a
hetter deal than they have to-day.

Myr. Panton: What makes vou think that?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Because of the opportunities I have had to
get in toweh with the consumers throughout
the metropolitan area.

Mr. Panton: T think members of the Op-
position get in touch with more eonsumers
than the Minister.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am satisfied that not many of those wiih
whom the hon. member haz heen in touch
have made complaints regarding the Bill,

Miss Holinan : Many of them want to know
where the difference goes.

The MINTRTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I believe mosi of the complainis have been
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raised by the distributors, not by the con-
sumers. Seeing they are the section which
have heen making the most money in the
industry in the past, it is but natural fhat
they should protest when they see some of
their profits slipping away. As the member
for Hannans pointed out, self-preservation
is the first law of nature. They realise thev
will not be playing as important a part in
the distribution of this very neecessary com-
modity in the future as they have done in
the past.

Hon. 8. W. Muasie: Some of them ave
not making enough to pay for the repairs
to their milk carts and the shoeing of their
horses.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The member for Mt. Hawthorn also
sbated it would he wrong to give the pro-
duecers a majority vepresentation on the
board. T am not of that opinion. Those who
produce a particular commodity should have
majority representation on any board estab-
lished for the organisation and markefing of
that commeodity. Surely, no one is more
vitally interested in a commodity than the
person whe actnally produces it. In these
times, when the producer in many instanees
is receiving less than the actnal cost of pro-
duetion, he is anxious to see.that his com-
modity is marketed in the most economical
and efficient manner possihle. Naturally, he
wants some say in the marketing of it. My
view is that he should have absoliute control.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: But yvour Bill gives
him not only control, but the right to fix the
price as well. That is a bit too much.

Miss Holman: That is absolute control.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I will gome to thai point directly.

Hon, S. W. Munsie: I wonder if you
would allow a hoard of workers, sitling as
an arbitration court, to fix their wages with-
out an employer on the hoard at all.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The member for Guildford wanted to know
how the hoard would atrive at the butter-fat
price. To-day a board exists which repre-
sents the butter factories of Western Aus-
tralia. That hoard fixes month by month the
price of tthe hutter-fat that is sup-
plied to the various hufter factories.
There cannot be very much difficulty in
ascertaining the value of butter fat in West-
ern Australia, To-day it is almost governed
by the prices that prevail in the Bastern
States and London. Seeing we have got to
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the export stage so {ar as butter is con-
cerned, there need be no great difheulty in
fixing the price of butter fat. The member
for Guildford bas no need to worry abous
that matier. The present butter fat price
is the amount that the dairyman can gei
for all his butter fat or for all hiz milk,
if he wishes to sell it to the butter factories.
If there is over-production of whole milk,
he can always fall back on the butter fat
price which is obtaipable at the various but-
ter fuctories in the State. There need be no
doubt as to the agiual butter fat priee, which
is the basis of the price to be fxed -for
whole mik.

Hon. 8, W. Munsic: Plus what?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I will come to that directly.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: All right.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Much discussion has taken place upon the
constitution of the proposed board. As [
have said, 1 think it but fair and equitable
that those who produce the eommedity
should have control. When members on the
other side of the House were in office, they
introdueed a measure to control the market-
ing of all primary produets. That mea:utn
would have ineluded whole witk. Yet to-
day the Opposition condemn the Govern-
ment becanse they introduee a measure
which will give four-sevenths of the coutrol
te the producers, two-sevenths to the dis-
tributers and one-seventh to the consumer.
When the Opposition were in office, however,
they were prepared to place upon the stat-
ute-book a measure, which passed through
this House, establishing a board to eontrol
all primary products. Only producers were
to have any representation on that hoand.
1¢ that was desirable in those days, why is
it not desirable now? I have not gone
nearly zo far as the Minister for Agricul-
ture in the Collier Goyernment went whon
he introduced that measure,

Hon. 5. W, Munsie: You have not got
anvthing like the same clavses in vour Bill.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTTRE:
I have not zone half as far.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Not half as far to
curtail them at the other end.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Leader of the Opposition and the
memher for Mt. Magnet criticised the con-
stitution of the proposed board, but my
Bill, as T sav, does not gn half as far as
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their Bill went, and it must be remembered
that they gave no representation to anyone
except the producers, Here are some of
the things which their Bill contained. The
board had power to appoint and employ
agents, officers and servanis, and fo enter
into any agreement® which the hoard miglt
consider ¢xpedient. The leader of the Op-
pozition waxed very eloqueni last night in
his condemnation of the Bill now before the
House, because the board propozed to he
established wnder it would have power fo
appoint  servants, inspectors, agents and
athers: vet under the Bill which he spon-
sored, and whieh every member on the other
side of the House supported (exeluding, of
vourse, those who have been elected to Par-
linment sinee; the member for Kanowna and
some others were not here then) the bhoard
had power to impose or charge any levies
or commissions, to pay any elaims against
the board and all the expenses of the board,
{io arrange for financial accommodation with
anv bank, with power to charge the pro-
duce aequired with repavment of any ad-
vanees and hank or other charges. My
hoard has not the power to do anything half
nr drastie as that.  The other board wis
empowered to purchase or otherwise acquire
and hold any land or personal property
which might he aequired; to eveet or ather-
wise provide any buildings: fo sell or other-
wise dispose of any real or personal pro-
perty: io nequirve the whole of any econtrolled
pt'od-uct and no person would be allowed to
sell any prodnet controlled, except to the
bhoard. The other board alsa had power to
declare voil anyv contract of sale, except 2
contraet of sale to the board, and the hoard’s
deeision on all these matters was to be final.
Yet members opposite complain ahout the
Bill T have introduced. In comparison with
theirs, it is mild. Except that it is enfifled
a Whole Milk Bill, T should say it was a
milk and water Bill compared with theirs.
Reference has heen made to the Dairy
Cattle Compensation Aet and to what will
happen to that Act if this Bill is
passed, Under the Dairy Cattle Compensa-
tion Aet, dairvmen within a radius of, T
think, 15 miles of the metropolitan area pay
a certain sum for the insurance of their eat-
tle. Tf a cow is eondemned by a veterinary
officer, the dairyvman is compensated for it.
If this Bill hecomes Iaw, it is my intention
tn amend the regulations under the Dairy

2320

Cattle Compensation Act by providing that
every eow helonging to a registered dairy-
man shall antomatically come under the
Dairy Cattle Compensation Aet. The cat-
tle owned by those who supply whole milk
outside the area [ have mentioned are not
subject to velerinary inspection and the
owners are therefore under no expense in
that regard. 1 think it fair and equitable
to extend the houndavies at present defined
under the Dairy Cattle Compensation Act

_to inelude any area which may be declared

under thi= Rill. A ¢lause in the Bill pro-
vides that when the Minister sets nup the first
board he shall consult other associations or
bodies in connection with the appeintment
of members of the board. In view of the
Taet that approximately 90 per cent. of the
milk suppliers in the metropolitan area to-
day are menthers of either the Primary Pro-
ducers’  Association or the Metropolitan
Stockowners’ Association, those two bodies
should he consulted hefore any appointments
are made. There are very few suppliers of
milk fo the metropolitan area to-day whe
are not members of either one or other of
those associations, so that no great diffieulty
will be experienced in making appointments
to the first hoard. 1 have received from
producers in the area referred to by the
member for Nelson, namely, from Muchea
to Brunswick, resolutions earried by meet-
ings of producers expressing approval of the
Bill. T doubt if there is a producer of whole
milk in that area who docz not heartily ap-
prove of its provisions,

Mr, J. H. Smith: That is from those sup-
plying now: but what about the hundreds
not supplving?

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURFE:
In the course of diseussion it was staied that
it was not right for group settlers on the
Peel estate and in districts not very Ffar
distant. from it, to supply whole milk to the
metropolitan area in compelition with pro-
ducers nearer in who had been established
for years. In my opinion, that is an en-
tirely erroneous view to take. The peaple
whe supply milk to the metropolitan area
and who are in the vicinity of Perth have
no exclusive right to the trade. Every man
who settles on the land in Western Aus-
tralia has an equal right to supply milk
with the suppliers in Osborne Park and
Wanneroo who have been engaged in the
trade for some time.

Member: What were the groupers sei-
tled on the Peel estate for?
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
To establish and develop the dairying in-
dustry. There was no suggestion thai they
should be debarred from embarking on any
particular section of the dairying indus'try.
Groupers, in my opinion, have as much right
to sell whale milk to the metropolitan area
as the suppliers who reside at Wannerco
or elsewhere.

Mr. MecLarty: And the groupers have the
right to produce what they like.

The MINISTER FOR AGRTCL"LTUR:E:
There has been a great deal of misconception
in the minds of some members regarding l.;hc
licensing of prodneers in the proposed. dairy
aveas, and it has been suggested that licenses
will antomatically be conlined to a few sup-
pliers. That is not so. The intention is to
liconse every dairyman who wishes to he
licensed, provided he eonduets o dairy up to
the standard set by the board.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Where have you that
in the Bill?2 You are giving the hoard the
absolute right to license whom they like, and
no nne else.

The MINISTER TOR AGRICULTURE:
I have on the Notice Paper an amendment
which was inadvertently omitted from the
Bill. 1t imakes provision for appeal. Every
dairvman who is refused a license will have
the right to appeal to the Minister. It wonld
he mny intention to allow every dairyman a
license, so long ns he conducts his dairy in
compliance with the standard set by the
hoard. There is uwo intention to vestricf
livenses,

Ar. Panton : Is the Minister, not the hoard,
to i=sue the licenses?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yo, the board will issue licenses, and any
man who iz refused a license will have the
right of appeal to the Minister. One mem-
her wanted to know how all these dairymen
are to dispose of their milk. That will be
a matter between the dairymen and the dis-
tributers in Perth, and any distributer who
wants to make a contract with o licensed
dairvman will have the right to do so and
will not be compelled to take milk from a
dairyman whom he does not favour.

ar. Panton: Of course the contraet will
he subject to the approval of the hoard?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, bocanse in the past unfair contracts
have been entered into. As evidence of the
necessity for =ome reasenahle organisation

[ASSEMBLY .}

of this trade, T refer mombers to n paragrapk
in the “West Australian” of the 1st Decemr
ber, giving details of the distribution of
milk at Subiaco. [t is a report supplied to
the Subiaco cpuneil by the health inspector,
Mr. A, C. Higgs, who could not be acensed
of bLeing biased in apything except his
cppasition fo this measure. Tn that report
Mr. Higgs savs that about 1,500 gallons of
milk are distributed daily in Subiaco by 97
licensed shops and 100 distributing caris.

My, Panton: Are they all within the
Subince municipality?

The MINISTER FTOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, and they are licensed in Suhiaco.

Mr. Panton: There are nearly as many
carts  coming  into  Subiaco from othet
suburbs,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICCLTURE:
But I am referring to those licensed in
Snbiaco, the 91 shops and the 100 distribut-
ing earts. I am stressing the necessity for
doiug something to reduce the cost of pro
duction, which is so absurdly high. 1t eosts
those people 1s. 8d. per gallon for the dis-
tribution of their milk, whereas the producer
gets batween 5d. and Gd. per gallon. Sup
pose we say the 91 licensed shops in Subiace
do not sell milk at all, that the whole of the
1,500 gallons is sold by the 100 earts. Thai
would mean that eael cavt distributes 13
gallons per day, and 1 have heen told by a
well-known dairyman that it costs him £6 per
week to run his carf. That works out at ng
less than 1s. 1.68d. per gallon. But if we
take it that the 91 licensed shops do sell
some milk, say one-third of the tatal quan
tity, while the carts distribute two-thirds, it
would mean that the carts are distributing 10
gallons per day at a distributing cost of
1s. 8d. per gallon. Surely if any further
proof of the necessity for some form of
organisation with the idea of cutting high
costs is needed, we have it in those IigLuTer-.
supplied by the henlth inspector.

Alr. Panton: To reduce the costs, which
wauld you limit—the shops or the carts?

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not know.

Mr, Millington: But they deliver more
than 10 gallons per day, you can be sure
of that.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
There has heen in the daily Press a great
deal of c¢orrespondence regarding this mea.
sure, and | have noticed that the great hulk
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of it las come from interested parties,
mainly those who have been engaged in the
distribution of milk for many vears past.
The complaints have been mosily against
the constitution of the hoard and the powers
the hoard is to be given. Many have com-
plained that there iz to be no appeal from
the decision of the hoard. That criticism
is answered by the amendment I have placed
on the Notice Paper to set right that diffi-
calty. There is not very much else in the
way of criticism ealling for an answer, but
1 notice that the local anthorities and their
health inspectors have taken some exception
to the measure, and I understand they con-
sider they would be the losers of revenue
which they receive to-day in the form of
license fees. But for the whole of the local
authorities in the areas supplying whole milk
to the metropolitan area, the amount would
be only £343 per annum. FEvidently those
who have complained have not realised that
faet. The member for Mf. Magnet asked
me to let him know the significance of Clause
31.

Hon. M. F. Troy: We can get that in
Committec.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Very well. The same hon. member said
that people who had put all their life’s work
into the industry would he pushed ount of
it. 1 do not think se. I think they will
still be vendors of milk.

Hon. A. MeCallum: Thai will vest with
the board.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURKE:
Yes, with the right of appeal to the Min-
ister. 1t will naturally follow that the ob-
jeet of this board will be, not to restrict
consumption, but to increase it. Their very
livelihood will depend on an increased con-
sumption of milk, and it will be their ob-
ject to do cverything they ean to cheapen
milk to the consnmer and get the consumer
to consame it in larger quantities. The con-
sumer will not pay any more for his milk
than he is paying at present, and in due
course he will get it a lot cheaper. The
margin to-dnv between the milk from the
time it Jeaves the farm till it reaches the
consumer in Perth is greater than in any
other capital eity in the world. Wherever
there are milk boards operating, they have
reduced very considerably the margin be-
tween the price the producer gets and that
whick the eonsumer pays. [ gave those de-
tails to the House when moving the second
reading. The member for Hannans, who
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was Minister for Health in the previous
Government, made » thoughtful contribu-
tion to the debate. He has devoted a lot
of attention to everything thai periains to
the health of the community, and I appre-
ciate that he is anxious to help the Govern-
ment to put a workable mensure on the sta-
tute-book. But I think he is wholly wrong
tn regard to the qnestion of inspeection. To-
day the inspection of dairies is done in a
very haphazard way, is carried out hy some
local authorities in a very perfunctory way,
while some others are seareely deing it at
all. I want to end that state of affairs and
have uniform inspection in every dairy in
the metropolitan area. If the board has its
own inspectors, that will be done. In my
opinion the great bulk of the inspection of
dairiez should be done by veterinary ofli-
cers, who will see te it that the milk supply
comes from healthy animals. There is no rea-
son why the veterinary officers appointed by
the hoard should not do the dairy inspection.
It is not my object to interfere with the in-
spection of milk onee it arrives in the met-
ropolitan avea; the Health Depaiment can
still look after milk when it arrives for con-
sumption; but to say that the officers of the
loeal authorities should make inspections of
dairies, mainly of a veterinary nature on
the dairy farm, would be to set up ineffec-
tive and unsatisfactory inspection. A quali-
fied vetervinary officer is more likely to keep
the milk clean while it is on the farm than
is a qualified health inspector likely to be
a good veterinary inspector. It wounld he
absurd to duplicate the inspection and have
it carried out both by a veterinary officer
and by a health inspector. As I say, when
the milk comes into the ¢ity, it will be under
the Health Department,

Mr. Sleeman: What if an inspector were
to condemn the dairy of oue of the mem-
bers of the board?

Mr. Panton: You do not think he would
be foolish enough to do that, do you?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
To suggest that the inspector would not dare
to report one of the members of the
hoard, is ahsurd. T frequently come into
contaet with inspectors in counfry distriets,
and T know that officers of loeal authorities
are continually reporting members of road
boards for not earrving out their instrue-
tions in connection with eertain things.

Hon. A. McCallum: It is well known that
in country distriets hundreds of road board
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members have not paid their vehienlar
license fees. The police have reporfed that.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUGLTURE:
That bas nothing to do wilh the Bill. How-
ever, we know that thousands of farmers in
Western Australia are nof in a position to
pay license fees for their vehicles, and have
heen wzranted exemnption by the loeal au-

thoritics. The hon. member ought to know
that.
My, F. €. L. 8mith: Perhaps you could

give those inspectors some seeurity in their
jobs.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T do not think I need say mnch more. Tf
any defeets are pointed out in Commiltee,
we shoutd be able to put the Bill into shape.
The Bill represents an honest and genuine
attempi to placel this unfortunate section
of the agricultural industry on a better
hasis. Thronghout the history of Western
Australia the dairymen supplying milk to
the meiropolitan area have heen in the
hands of the distributors. The producers
are down and out, and the distributors are
not on a bad wicket at all. Let us try to
alter the position. Give the producers a
Jook in for a while, and endecavour to cuk
out some of tle middlemen’s costs, so that
both producer and conswmer may get the
henefit.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Convnitiee.

Mr. Richardson in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Agriculture in charge of the Bill.

Clanse 1—Short Title and
menk:

Mon, A. MeCALLUM: T move an amend-
ment—

Thut the following proviso be added:—
“Provided that Subsection (3) of Section 8
shall come into aperntion on the passing of
this Aet.””

commenca-

The Minister proposes to nominate the first
board, the argument being that there are
no means by which a vote representative
of all the dairvinen may be ohtained. How-
ever that may apply further afield, it does
not apply to the area within a radius of 17
miles of the Town Hall. The dairyvmen
there come under the Dairy Cattle Compen-
sation Aet, and the Department of Agri-
culture have a complete list of the dairvmen
within that radius. Henee there is no veazon
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why those dairymen should uot elect the
representatives.  If there are to be fo
producers on the board, I intend to prope
that three shall come from within that radi
of Perth. That number would be rough
proportionate to the quantity of mi
supplied within the area. They supply abo
three-fourths of the quantity consumed
the metropolis, and should have three-fourt!
of the vepresentation of the produeers on t}
board. Consequently, 1 shall have to mo
amendments also to Clauses 6 and 8, but t!
proviso to Clause 1 will be the test.

The Minister for Agrienlture: It is an e
aggeration to say that those dairymen supp
three-fourths of the mitk.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: 1t is no exagger
tion.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is.

Hon, A. MeCALLUM: The dairymen ha
supplied me with the figures.

Hon. M. I. Troy: Where did the Minist
get his information? The department ha
not the figures.

Hon, A. MeCALLUM: T cannot see th:
the Minister’s figures can be more aceura
than those supplied by the dairvinen of the
own deliveries,

The Minister for Agrieulture: Based ¢
the number of cows.

Hon. A, Me¢CALLUM: But the Minist
does not know the quantity of mi
supplied. The dairymen contend that the
are supplying three-fourths of the quantit
and that they arc entitled to proportiona
representation on the board. Only vecent
has milk for the metropolitan area bix
been drawn from bevond that radins.

The Premier: It has heen drawn from tl
South-Weazt for a long time.

Hon., A. MeCALLUM: Ouly since the ou
break of rinderpest has any large quanti
been drawn from the Sonth-West.

The Premier: [ meant that it had bee
supplied for a few years.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: That is so. The
was n shortage on aeeount of the rinderpe
outbrenk.

The Minister for Agricultnre: That w:
when they started to bring milk from th
South-West,

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Yes.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURY
[ liope the amendment will not be aceepte
[ do not like it, and it is nof rvight that thm
members of the bonrd should be represent
tive of the area within n 17-mile radins, ]
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we are going to have four represeniatives of
the producers on the board, a fair and equit-
able line of demarcation wounld be the eastern
railway from IFremantle to Northam. Two
representatives could be drawn from the
northern side and two from the southern side.
That would give approximately an equal
divizion.

Hon. A, McCallam: You would put my
district and Spearwood in with Bunbury?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes.

Hon. A. McCallum: That would be nice!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
There is ne reason why a Spearwood dairy-
man should not be appuinted to the board.
The butk of the Metropolitan Cattle Owners’
Association are situated north of the line,
and the bulk of the Primary FProducers’ As-
sociation members are sifuated south of the
line. It is my intention to consult the two
associations before appointing the membhers,
and 1 would be influenced to a considerable
extent by their representations. The Gov-
ermnent Statistieian has supplied lgures
showing that a certain gmantity of milk is
delivered in the metropolitan area. We know
that that is the produce of about 12,000 cows,
and that about half the number are in the
metropolitan area. Cousequently the figures
quoted by the member for South Fremantle
are not quite correct. | eannot give the
definite fimures.

Hon. A, McCallum: L have the figures.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The amendmeni will not impreve the posi-
tion: on the other hand, it will make matters
worse.

Mr. MeLARTY: I am opposed to the
amendment. 1 can seareely credit that half
the milk eonzumed in the metropolitan area
comes from within the 17-mile radins, Six
thousand cows are being milked on the Mun-
dijong, Serpentine and Byford areas for
whole milk purpo<es. Iurther south there
muzst be another 6,000 eows that arve being
milked for the same purpose. That makes
a total of 12,000 cows whose milk is going
into the whole milk market. The supply
from these sources is likely to increase. The
hulk of the miik must come from outside
the metropolitan area. It would be unjust
to elect three representatives of the board
for the area sugzested by the member for
South Fremantle,

Hon. A. McCALLUM: T have the figures
which have heen supplied hy the dairymen
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to whom I have referred. There are 6,500
cows registered within the 17-mile radius.
Within the metropelitan area 10,000 gallons
of milk are consumed daily. If we {ake 134
zullons us the average for each cow, we find
that 8,122 out of the 10,000 gallons of milk
are supplied frown within the aren T am
speaking of.

The Minister for Agriculture: You are a
long wax out.

Hon, A. MeCALLUM: The 1% galions
is the average for these dairy cows. The
milk referred to by the member for Murmy-
Wellington is not all being sold as whele
milk.

Mre, Mcbarty: Yes, it is.

Hon. A. McUALLUM: No such thing.
11 is nonsense fo talk of making the railway
line the point of division. That would only
divide the metropolis where the interests are
all identical, What do the dairymen in the
country know nbout the position of the men
in the metropolitan area? The two sections
ceuld not be linked together, The natural
houndary is along the circumference of the
17-mile radive. That is the radius set out
in the Dairy Compensation Aet. The Min-
ister wants the dairymen in the metropoli-
tan area to be dominated by those who have
no interest in it, or who ave merely “blow-
ins.” The representation on the board should
be aceording to the guantity of milk sup-
plied.

Mr. McLarty: What happens to all the
milk that eomes from the conniry?

Fon. A, McCALLUM: All that comes into
the metropolitan arca is not soll as whole
milk.

AMr. MelLaviv: 1 know that,

Hon. A. McCALLUM: Then why ask the
question?  If the Minister’s suggestion i3
followed there will be a cleavage on the
hoard between the two sections of the metro-
politan area, which should have its own
represeniation apart from the representation
of the ¢country dairymen. According to the
Bill, the owners of half the cows within the
17-mile radius will be represented on the
hoard by two members, and the other half
will have to go in with the herd owners
aut«ide that radius.

The Minister for Agriculfure: The radius
i~ only an imozinary line

Ton. . MeCATLUM: Tt i= a properly
constituted 17-mile radips.
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The Minister for Agriculture: The one
section will go in with the people ount as
far as Muchea, and the other section with
the people ouwt as far as Brunswick.

Hon., A, MeCALLUM: What an absurd
arrangement! The only logieal representa-
tion to provide for is to give the people
within the 17-nile rvadius their representa-
tives, and those outside it theirs,

Mr. ANGELO: I suggest that further
consideration of this clause he postponed.
M Clause 6 is amended, as some of us de-
sive, this elanse will not be necessary.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURI:
The figures quoted by the memher for South
[Fremantle cannot be taken serionsly, He
has tried to prove that 75 per cent. of the

milk consumed in the metrepolitan avea
comes from within the 17-mile radius. What

tecomes of the wilk from the 12,000 cows
referred to by the member for Murray-Wel-
lington?  On butter-fat valnes the milk
would be worth abhout 5d. a gallon. No mulk
is being sold for less than that, and only in
one ease is it being sold for 5d. A lot of
it is sold at 6d., and it must therefore he eon-
sumed as whole milk. The hon. member’s
figures are exaggerated. The cows are not
producing that quantity of milk, The figures
snpplied by the Government Stabistician are
more relinble than those supplied by the
dairymen. No case has been made ont for
the amendment.

My, MILLINGTON: The Minister savs
there are no conflicting interests. Tt was
-the confliction of interests which brought
the industry into its present coundition. The
only reliable record of the number of eows
in the metropolitan area—that is to say,
within a radius of 17 miles—is the regis-
tration under the Dairy Cattle Compensa-
tion A¢t and that number is 6,500. 1 do
not know where the member for Murray-
Wellington got his figures when he said
there were another 6,000 elsewhere. The
produetion of those cows can be estimatcd,
and when the Minister suggests that they,
eannot produce the quantify of milk in-
dicated by the member for South Fre-
mantle, T would inform him that in the
past the dairvmen in the metropoliian area
have not heen able to get rid of all their
milk on the hasis of recognised contract
prices. They had to gnarantee their eon-
trart supplies all the year round, and dvr«
ing the lean periods they had difficulty in'
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maintaining those supplies. 1 am suspicious
about the method of appointing the board
hecause of the attitude adopted by the Min-
ister to the deputation representative of
the metropolitan milk producers some time
ago. Although at least two-thirds of the
milk consumed in the metropolitan area
has been supplied from dairies within that
arga, the metropolitan dairymen had one
representative only on the board set wp
by the Minister. The dairymen outside
the metropolitan area, whe sopplied one-
third of the milk, were allowed three re-
presentatives. When I suggested political
influence had something te do with the
position, the Minister said it was nonsense.
If he was not aware of it, the Minister was
the only one who did not know that pelitical
influence had heen brought to hear. I have
the original notice dealing with the ap-
pointment of the members of the advisory
hoard and despite what the Minister has
said, he knew they were prominent mem-
bers of the P.P.A. When the suggestion
was made at a deputation that the Deputy
Premier should discuss the prineciples of
the Bill, he said it was nnheard of, but
nevertheless we know the Bill was prepared
and disecussed by the members of the
P.P.A. and Mr. Pickering said that the
measure met with his approval. Tt does not
meet with the approval of local producers.

The Minister for Agricolture; They
passed a resolution unanimously in favour
of it.

Mr. MILLINGTON: I have already ex-
plained that, owing to outside competition,
the metropolitan producers are not in a
position to dietate terms but have to accept
anvthing that is thrown to them. The ont-
side milk producers have ruined those in
the metropolitan avea and now find them-
selves, in turn, ruined. Despite what the
memher for Muwrray-Wellington says, they
pay no one and so ean undercut those who
have established themselves legitimately in
the husiness,

My, MeLarty:
fhese prices.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Of course not. Tha
industry is no good to anxone under the
existing conditions, and natarally all the
producers desire some measure of control.
Unless something is dene along those lines,
those who are endeavouring to produce whole
milk will find themselves in an impossible
position. As the Minister insists upon vested

They will never pay on
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interests having vepresentarion, I esire
vezted interests in given disivicts to have
representation. Then there is the diffienlty
regurding juspections. When a rigid inspee-
tion was not earried out, then when milk had
fo be secured to make up the deficiency i
lean periods, filthy milk was brought in and
it had to he pastenrised. The resuits provided
n fine exhibit. There 15 no need for the pas-
tenrisation of milk that is drawn under pro-
per conditions,

The CHAIRMAN: 1 must ask the hon,
member to confine his remark: to the mnend-
ment.

Mr. MILLINGTON: | am suspicious re-
garding the Bill because of the Minister’s
attitude in the appointment of his advisory
board. We want these who own the cattic
to have proper representation on the hoard.
Some rezard must be had to the number of
stock owned by the producers when it eomes
to considering representation on the board.
What the member for South Fremantle said
is trme: eows are registered and can be iden-
tified. We onght to ensure that the men who
own the stock and have vesfed interests are
not ruined, and to prevent them from being
ruined we should see that they get fair
representation on the board. T certainly
support the amendment moved hy the mem-
ber for South Fremantle.

Hon. W. D. JCHNSON: T camnot accept
any of the views expressed hy members on
this qlause. T do not favour the idex af
dividing the producers up into districtz, The
producers should have only one representa-
tive, It is mot vight to =ay that heeanse milk
ecomes from Harveyr, Oshorne Park or some
ofher place, representation should be given
to the producers in each of those districts,
although the producers interests should he
given fair consideration. The main thing i=
to guarantee a whele milk supply fo the
people of the metropolitan area at a reason-
able price. What is required is a hoard con-
sisting of one rvepresentative of the pro-
ducers and one represenfative of the con-
gumers, with an impartial chairman, some
man of standing.

Mr, Thorn: Why nof have two representa-
tives of the producers and two represenia-
tives of the consumers?

Hon. W, D. JOINSOXN: No, Why have
duplieation? Tt will only result in conflict of
opinion. T am inclined to support the amend-
ment, hut T shali move the amendment of
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which I have given notice, namely, that the
board shall consist of three members,

Hon., A. McCALLTM: Quite a lot of the
milk that is sent up from the eountry to
the metropolitan area comes over the rail-
ways at concession rates, as nof to be sold
as whole milk. The railways are being de-
frauded, as that milk should not come at.
concession rates, since tons of butter are
made from it, and much of that butier iz
supplied to the Government.

The Minister for Agriculture: I will have
to put the Commissioner of Railway on ta
that.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: The Railway De-
partment knows all about it, for other
daivymen bave complained of it. It is on
the shoulders of the dairymen in the met-
ropolitan area that the responsibility falls
for a consistent supply of milk the year
ronnd.  Plenty of milk comes from the coun-
try n the flush season, hut nof in the lean
periods, and so the responsibility for sup-
plying the metrepelis all the vear round falls
on the dairyvmen in the metropolitan area.

Mr, Melarty: Country dairvmen are send-
ing milk to the metropolitan area all the
year round,

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: But only in the
Hlush season do they send up a reasonable
quantity: for the remainder of the year the
supply from that quaiter is infinitesimal. T
want the man whose respousibility it is to
supply the metropelitan avea with milk ali
the vear vound to have fair representation
on the board. Those who snuply milk should
govern ihe industry in the proportion in
which they supply that milk.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I will support the
amendment. Logically, the producer whae
produces 50 per cent. of the milk consumed
in the metropolitan area should have full
representation on the hoard. Nothing could
be sounder than to give that representation
to those people io whom metropolitan con-
stumerz look for their milk supplies. Those
men have huilt up the industry by their own
efforts, without assistance from the Govern-
ment or anyone else. Are they to he sae-
rificed to those other dairymen whuo, at tre-
mendous cost, have heen supplied by the
Government with homes and properties, and
even stock? H so. we are entirely astray
in our standards. Under the Bill someone
has to he sacrified, for 2 number of dairy-
men will not be able to zef licenzes, TWho
is to be sacriticed? Those who have built
un the inlustey without cost to the State,
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or those on whom the State has spent mil-
lions, and whe are not paying cven their
interest?

Mr. J. H. Smith: You do not expect those
men to pay interesi at the present time, do
you?

Hon. M. 1. TROY: I do not know why
they should not.

Mr. McLarty: They cannot pay interest

under the ruling priees.
. Hon. M. F. TROY : Then is it on behall
of the settlers who eannot pay after so
much money has been spent upon them that
the Minister has introduced the Bill? Tf,
after a lapse of 10 years and the expendi-
.ture of millions of money on them they can-
not pay, why bother about them?

Mr. J. H, Smith: Does that apply to the
wheatgrowers as well?

Hon, M, F. TROY: There is no measure
to deal with wheatgrowers. The State is
carrying £4,000,000 of group settlement
losses—a gifi to the group settlers—and is
it intended to give them representation
against the men who have cost the State no-
thing? Eighty per cent. of the milk sup-
plied to the metropolitan area is produced
by men who have cost the State nothing.
Are they to he sacrificed for people who
will not pay? ‘

Mr. MeLarty: Who cannot pay.

Hon. M. F. TROY: There is always a
class who cannot pay. What is the unse of
hothering about them? If the dairymen
around Perth who have had to build up their
business with their own money and indus-
try ean pay, why not the group settlers?
The valuation of properties on the Peel and
Bateman Estates has been reduced by two-
thirds, and we are told the settlers cannot
pay.

Mr. Millington: And they are ruining
the men who have paid.

Hon, M. F. TROY: Yes, the men who
are an asset to the State. That is where
all the agitation occurred. That is where
the Primary Producers’ Association has been
most active, Those setflers could pay no
interest to the State, but they could pay
a confribution to the Primary Producers’
Association to set up the agitation. Mr.
Tickering is the leader of the sestion who
cannot pay,

Hon., A. McCallum: He would be on the
board.

Mr. Millington: He says he is satisfied
. with the Bill.

[ASSEMBLY.]

ITon, M. . TROY: That i~ the section
that dominates the Minister., Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association orvganizers have heen fo
the South-West and promised that they
would get this legisiation passed if the set-
tlers joined the Primary Producers’ Asso-
eintion,

Mr, Millington: Mr, Joe Davies, another
dairyman from Midland, wants it.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Yes. The price of the
Bill is their joining the Primary Producers’
Assogiation. The Primary Produeers’ As-
sociation organiser Davies said, “Join us
and we will get you this legislation,” That
is what is aetuating the Minister. The
dairymen in the mebropelitan avea who have
built np the industry will not he sacrifieed
by me. let us give the representation to
men who are an asset to the State, men who
now supply 80 per cent. of the milk to the
metropolitan area, men upon whom the in-
dustry depends. If the other people get
the vepresentation the metropolitan dairy-
men may not even be granted licenses. I
stand for the men who have cost the conn-
try nothing and who are an asset to the
State.

Mr. KENNEALLY: [ shall support the
amendment, not in the hope that the
proposed new snhelause to Clanse 8§ will be
passed, but because that amendment will be
infinitely belier than the provision in the
Bill. The only way to make {he measure
necaptable is to previde a board such as we
had when attempts were made to deal with
price-fixing. During the second reading
ove member interjected that the employees
¢ould go to the Arbitration Comrt. If we
attempted (o constitute the Arbitration
Court of four representatives of the workers
and one representative of the employers,
there would be considerable opposition from
members on the Government side. Yet to
constitute a board as proposed in the Bill
would be equally unfair, Anything T
¢an do to alter the constitution of the
hoard will be done. If the producers
are given complete control over the industry
the arrangement niust soon fall down of its
own weight. We want the producer to get
a reasonable retmrm for his product, but we
alse want to ensure that the consumer shall
et an equally fair deal. The best kind of
board would be one consisting of a repre-
sentative of the producers, one of the eon-
sumers, and an independent man to be chaijy-
man.
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Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. . .. 19
Noes .. - ‘e .23
Majority against .. oo 4
AYES.
Mr, Collier Mr, Nulsen
AMr. Coveriey Mr. Panton
Mr. Cunningh.i Mr, Sleeman
Miss Holman Mr, #, C. L. Smith
Mr. Johnsoy Mr. Troy
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Marshall Mz, Willcack
Mr. McCallum Mr, Withers
Mr. Millington Mr. Wilson
Mr. Munsle . (Teller.)
Noxe,
Mr. Angel. Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Browa Mr, Parker
Mr. Church -] Mr. Patrick
Mr. Davy Mr. Piesse
AMr. Doney Mr. Sampson
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Griffiths . Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Latham Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Lindsay Mr. Thorn
Mr. H. W. Mann Mr., Wells
Mr. J. 1. Maon Mr. North
Mr. McLarty {Teller.y
PaIr,
Avr, N

No.
Mr. Lemong ] Mr. Barpard

Avendment thus negatived.
Clanse put and passed.
Clanse 2—Saving provisions:

Hon, 8. W, MUNSIE: Will the Minister
explain  this eclause? Tt savs that this
measure will not repeal any other legislation
that was passed prior to its commencement.
It then goes on o say that where it is incon-
sistent with any other Aet, “the provisions
made therein shall prevail.” Does that mean
that “this Ael™ shall prevail? If the clanse
had been drafred to say that if any other Act
was in ¢pposition to this one, this one would
prevail, we would know where we were,

The Attorney General: That is what the
clause says,

Ion. 8. W. MUNSIE: Then why does it
say that this Bill will not repeal any other
Act? Clause 17 will provide the board with
power to appoint inspectors. There is not
a word in the Bill to indicate what qualifi-
cations those inspeetors must have. If the
Bill be agreed te, Section 30 of the Health
Aet, which preseribes the qualifications of
health inspectors, will go by the board. I
do not wani Jobm Jones, merely because he
iz a friend of John Smith, who is a dairy-
man and is a member of the hoard, to he ap-
peinted an inspector unless he has the
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necessary yualifications. The Bill will over-
ride the Health Act and the regnlations.

The Attornex General: Only so far as
they are in confliei with the Biil.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIFE: The Bill will over-
ride Section 30 of the MHealth Act, which
deals with the qualifieations of inspectors.

The Attorney General: XNo, What con-
flict is there between Clanse 17 and Section
30 of the Health Act?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: The clause deals
with the appointment of inspectors. I want
the clwise amended so that the inspectors
to he appointed shall have the qualifications
set out in Section 30 of the Health Act.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T think the hon. member has settled the
quesfion  satisfactorily for himself.  The
Bili does not override any Act or regnla-
tions made under if, but where the Bill con-
flicts with any other Aet or regulations, the
Bill shall prevail.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie:
very much.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No, but it is quite suflicient, 'The object of
Clause 17 is to enahle the board to appoint
veterinary inspectors.

Hon. 8. W. Munnsie: It does not say so.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Non. because those inspectors will have to
do other work as well. The main task of
the inspectors will be the inspection of cows
on the dairy farm, but T wish to aveid the
duplication of inspectors and inspections
and Lherefore the veterinary inspeetors, who
will quickly become rualilied for the work,
will undertake the inspection of milk and s>
prevent the necessity for the health inspec-
tors earrving ont that work on the farms.

Hon. M. F. TROY: This is a new idea.
Veterinary officers arve to earry oub the in-
spection of milk on the farms. We ecan
understand what the position will be.
There is already a pancity of veterinary
officers in the departmeni, and many com-
plaints have heen received hecause their ser-
vieces are not available in the country areas.

The Minister for Agriculture: But the
inspeetors referred to are those appointad hy
the board, not the departmental inspectors.

Houn. M. F. TROY: And the Minister
spoke about effecting econcomies. Now he
intends to duplicaie the inspectors. I am
satisfied that our theories are correct and
that the inspections will not amount to
much. The hoard, which will he so largely
representative of dairvmen, will see that

Well, that is not



there are pot too many iuspections, other-
wise they themselves will become unpopular
and will lose their jobs, because they will
not be re-elected. The whole thing is stupid.

Hon. 8. W, MUNSLE: The Minister will
not deny the necessity tor a pure milk sup-
ply to the metropolitan area. That being
the case, I ask the Minister whether he con-
sulted the officials of the Health Department
with regaid to the provisions in the Bill
for inspecting milk,

The Minister for Agriculture: No, I did
not.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: 1 was Minister
for Health for six years and during my
term of office I found there was great con-
filet between the Agrienltural Department
and the Health Department.

The Minister for Agriculture: There has
been no conflict during the past three years.

Hon. 8. W, Munsic: The admission by the
AMinister is a serioms one. The Bill will
over-ride the Health Act, yet the Minister
did not consult the Health Depariment.
That is a seandal. I hope members will not
agree fo take away from the Health De-
partment the duty of inspecting dairies and
milk,

The Attorney General: Is there anvthing
in the Bill to suggest that the present fune-
tions of the Health Department will be in-
terfered with?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Yer. The inspeet-
ors to be appointed hy the proposed hoard
will inspect dairies situated within the area
from which milk is supplied fo the metro-
:olitan area. They will also inspect the
dairies at Oshorne Park and ather places.
We already have qualified health inspectors
inspecting those dairies, but if the Bill he-
comes law, the duty of inspecting those
diaries will he taken from them.

The Attorney General: No.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Tf not. then there
will be a duplication of the service. T hope
hefore we proceed further, the Minister will
report progress and give the Commitiee an
undertaking that he will, hefore Tuesd:y
next, consult the Health Department with
regard to the Bill.

Mr. PANTON: If the Minister's version
is eorrect, and if veterinary surgeons are fo
he appointed to inspeet herds and also milk
before it iz delivered to the metropalifan
aren, then they will have nothing more to do
with the milk. Tt will then he inspected by

[ASSEMBLY.)

the olticers of the Healih Depaviment, anl
it seoms to me that a elash between the pro-
posed board and the Henlth Department is
inevitable. The Perth Hospital at present
receives over 120 gallous of milk per day.
In addition, there are the Children’s Hos-
pital, St. John of Giod Mospital, and other
private hospitals in the metropolitan area
dll receiving milk. .t the Perth Hospital
the milk is inspected fwice and sometimes
three times a day by the officers of the
Ienlth Department. Those inspections are
necessary, in view of the faet that there
are 430 odd patients at the hospital, It
the officers of the Tlealth Department von-
demn milk whieh has heen passed by the
hoard’s inspectors. who is to be supreme,
the inspectors appainted by the board under
the Bill, or the ollicers of the Health
DNepavtment who condemn the milk? Ave
the officers of the Health Depari-
ment  going  fo  allow  milk  which they
have condemned to go inte consumption
at the Perth Hospital heeanse some other
officer appointed under the Bill is supreme?
This is a very tmportant matter, one of the
most important to come up for discussion
on the Bill.  There are hundreds of sick
people in metropolitun hospitals to be taken
care of, and we want a definite understand-
ing that the qualilied men in the Health De-
pariment are going to he supreme in the in-
spection of the milk supply.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I was asked if T had consulted the Health
Department in the drafting of the Bill, and
I said T had not. But when the Bill was
drafted I submitted it to the Health Depart-
ment, and they raised but one question, which
was sent on to the Crown Law Deparvtment,
who returned a =atisfactory veply fo the
effect that under the Bill the standard of
milk rested with the Health Department.

Mr. Marshall: Where is that in the Bill?

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: Not more than fwo
davz after the Minister moved the second
reading I knew that the Health Department
was still to have control in regard {o the
standard of milk in the metropolitan area.
But to-day the Fealth Department has the
inspection of dairies, which under the Bilt
will he taken from them. That should not
be go.

The Premier: But we have the veterinary
officers to do that,

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Of what use are
they ?
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AMr, d. I. Mann: 1s not a veterinary officer
more competent than a health inspector?

Hon. 5, W, MUNSIE: No. With one ex-
ception L do not think any of our veterinary
oflicers have passed the examination as health
inspeetors.

The Premier: What do yon wunt for the
Health Department?

Hon. 5, W, MUNSIE:
still have control.

The Premier: But what inspeetion do you
require at the dairy?

Hon, 5. W, MUNSIE: That it be in-
spected from a health and sanitary point of
view. Why is the Minister taking the inspec-
tion of dairies f'rom the Health Department?

The Minister for Agriculiure: Beeause ene
man can do it instead of fwo.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSLE: Within a 17-mile
radius of Perth it is compulsory under the
existing law that a veterinary officer inspects
the cattle for T.B. Many of the men doing
that inspection know nothing ahout ecattle
inspeetion,

The Minister for Agrieulture: There are
vnly a couple of them.

Hon. §. W. MUNSIE: And neither of
them knows anything about it. While those
veterinary oflicers are doing that wark, we
still have within that radivs the absolute
rigit of the Health Department to inspect
and, if uecessarv, condemn dairies. Under
the law the Minister's veterinary officer can-
not condemn a heast without the authority
of a health inspector. It is wrong to take
away that authority from the Health De-
pariment.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 do not
quite ubiderstand why heat should be eener-
ated on this clause. Tf {he elause were to be
elininated, the position would he that
wherever there was a elash between this Bill
and some exizting law, the Bill would oper-
ate, and that part of the existing law with
which it clashed would be deemed to have
been vepened. The objeet of the clause is to
say that any existing law which clashes with
the Bill shall not be deemed to be repealed,
but shall be subordinate to this clause. So if
we were to eliminate the clause altogether,
the position would be even worse.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: T do not want to
eliminate the clause altogether.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The objec-
tions which make the hon. member so in-
dignant are objections which should be
raized on oiher elauses when we meet them,

That it should
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as for instance Clause 17, Tle time to raise
an objection shonid be when we come to a
clash beiween a clause in the Bill and some
part of an existing Inw. T do not understaund
why we should get all worked up over
Clause 2,

My, Marshall: Then what is Clause 2 in
the Bill for? What does it mean?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The mem-
ber for Hannans gave an admirable exposi-
tion to the Committee of what the eclause
means. When he rend it clearly and em-
phatieally it wns perfectly apparent what it
means.

M J MacCallom Smith: 1€ iz as clear a=
mud now,

The ATTCRNEY GENERAL: Then the
houn, member could not have heard the mem-
ber for Hannans read it. I suggest that we
reserve our emphasis until we rench a clause
to which we may have objections.

[Mr. Angele took the Chair,]

Mr. Marshall: If we pass the clanse, this
measure will take precedence.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: And if ‘'we
do not pass it and the Bill operates in a
way divergent to the Health Aet, it will
amount to n repeal.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: We object to this
¢lause and we want you to report progress
in order that something beiter may Le de-
vized.

Hon. S. W, MUXSIE: If T had had an
assurance that on reaching Clause 17 the
AMinister would agree to make the inspeec-
tion of dairies and of milk the responsibility
of the Health Department, T would not have
raised the question, but if Clause 17 be-
come: law, the Henlth Aet will be over-rid-
den. 1f we pass this clause, it will be too
late to ruise the ohjection when we reach
Clause 17.

The PREMIER: There are two points of
inspeetion—the inspection of the cows by
the veterinary inspeetor and the inspection
of the dairy for cleanliness, ete., by the
health inspector. Subsequently the milk is
inspected within the metropolitan area after
it reaches the distributor. The ingpection
of the vows and of the dairy counld be done
by one official iustead of two. Surely a
veterinary inspector would be qualified to
do all that was necessary.

Hep, 5, W, Munsie: Some may be, but
a lot would not be.
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The PREMIER: The two inspections
should he vonsidered separately—the inspec-
tion on the dairy faym and the inspection
in the eily. We want to protect the health
of the people, but it would be undesirable
io have a duplication of inspectors.

Me. PANTON: Ravely is milk inspected
at the dairmes. Invariably inspectors take
samples from carts, shops, cte. [f the Min-
ister’s proposal is adopted, the milk will
be inspected at the dairy. I do not think
the Minister intends that the veterinary offi-
cers should inspect the cattle and the dairies
and then take samples in the metropoHs.

The Minister for Agriculiure: No, they
will not have power to do so,

Mr. PANTON: Quite so; they will in-
spect at the dairies and will probably not
possess the qualifieations required under the
Health Aect. In these days of economy the
Health Department would not he likely to
duplicate the inspection. They would say
that the Department of Agriculture were
inspecting at the dairy, and conserquently
there was no oecasion for them to employ
the same number of inspeetors to do the
inspeetion now being carried ont in Perth.
The milk would therefore he in~pected at
the dairy.

Mr. J. MaeCallum Smith: And adulter-
ated before it reached the consumer,

Mr. PANTON: The safeguard at present
is that the milkman never knows when he
may be called upon to give a sample,

The Premier: That will not be alteved.

Mr. PANTON: I eannot imagine the
Health Department continuing their inspee-
tions if the Department of Agricuiture have
efficient officers inspecting the milk at the
dairies. Some efficient serviee will be re-
quired to prevent milk from being adul-
terated before it reaches the consumers. We
must have inspections in the ecity, for in-
stance.

The Premier: You are going to get them.

My, PANTON : There is no necessity for
the proposed duplieation, which will only
lead to a slackening off on the part of the
Health Department. Theve is grcat danger
in this proposal. Arrangements have al-
ready been made for the supply of large
vuantities of milk to schools. 1f the pro-
posals of the Gevernment are proceeded
with, all kinds of adulterations may take
place with vezard to these supplies.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Milk will not he anvy hetter inspeeted at
the dairies under this Bill than under any

[ASSEMBLY.]

Aet, but it is necessary that the hoard shoulid
have power to inspect it if necessary. The
Health Department will continue their in-
spections of milk in the enurse of delivery.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: Veterinary offi-
cers are adininistering the Dairy Cattle Com-
pensation Aet. These have fo be maintained.
Why have another staff of the same kind?

The Minister for Agriculture: They
wounld inspect the dairies too.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: Then why the
negessity for this clanse? TInspectors under
this Bill are not requived. Tt is wrong that
interested parties should he able to appoint
their own officers.

The Premier: Who inspects the daivies
outside the 17 mile radins?

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: They are inspected
by the officers of the Health Department.

Alr. Panton: Over 8000 wallons of milk
are heing used daily within the 17 mile
radius.

Hon., W. D, JOHNSON: It shionld not
be necessary to go outside that radius for
all the nilk required hy the metropolitan
&I€4.

The Premicr:
polies?

Ilon. W, D. JOUNSON: We must draw
the line somewhere, provided we can get
from the avea declared all the milk required.
Within that radius we have a veterinary
stall which nimst he maintained for various
purposes, and there is no need to create
another. 1t would only be necessary to ex-
tend the functions of that staff to cover
this extra work. The health inspectors
would then discharge their speeial duties,

The Premier: T think that is what is pro-
posed,

Hon, W. ). JOHENSON: Not at all. The
inspectors appointed under this Bill will
tiuke precedence over the health inspectors.
This is not the right time in which to mul-
tiply staffs. T suggest that the Minisier
report progress and go into this question.
The Premier will realise thai we mus{ re-
jeet the claunse hecause, instead of econo-
mising, this will mean additional expense
on account of the duplieation of inspee.
tion.

The Minister for Agriculture: The board
will do what the Treasury has to pay for
now,

Hon. W. D, JOIINSON: The Government
do not proposc to appoint veterinary in-

Do von helieve in mono-
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pectors to do the dairy cattle compensa-
ion work and health inspection as well.

The Minister for Agriculture: Of eourse
e do; I have explained that several times.

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON: The veterinary
taff of the Agrieultural Department will
ave to he retained, and the staff under
he hoard will be additional.

The Minister for Agriculture: No; they
vil} really be the same officers. They will
ie officers of the board, if required by the
ward. The inspections wnder the Dairy
‘attle Compensation Act will no longer
e earried out by the Agrienitural Depart-
nent, bot hy the inspectors as officers of
he board.

Hon. W. 1. JOHNSOXN: And the board
nay refuse to allow their officers to do it.
his is a dangerous proposal, and we
hould have furthey information.

Hon, A. MeCATLLUM: The Minister’s
ast interjeetion shows that his position is
ntenable. First he said that the board
vould have the right to appoint inspectors
md attend to health matters, and that
hose inspectors would be veterinary offi-
rers. Now he says that the departmental
nspectors, who now carry out the inspec-
ions under the Dairy Cattle Compensation
Aet, will be nnder the board. What that
neans is that the inspeetors under the
soard will have to inspeet the dairies and
‘he milk of their employers on the board,
md will have to, perhaps, condemn some
’f their eattle as being tubercular. Tt iz an
mpossible posifion.

The Minister for Agrienlture: There ic a
*lause later on dealing with that matter.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: If that is to be
the posifion, the public confidence in the
purity of the milk supply will be com-
pletely shattered. Why not continue the
methods of inspection obtaining now. re-
specting which there have been mno com-
plaints? Under the Minister’s proposal,
the inspectors will net he in a position to
exercise their own judgment, and the pnb-
lice will Jose confidence.

Mr. J. MaeCallum SMITH: The member
for Hannans is right. and T shall support
him. T cannot see the sense of dispensing
with the services of the Health Department
rezarding the inspection of milk. Ours is
the best conduncted Health Department in
Aunsiralia, and we should not place another
staff of inspectors above the Health Depart-
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ment inspectors. The Minister places ygreat
reliance upon veterinary inspeetors, but I
know from past experience that in this State
we have a record of ghastlv mistakes made
hy veterinary inspectors. I think everyone
knows the veterinary inspectoys have failed
in many cases. We have but to earry our
minds back to the rinderpest scave in the
State some years ago. Why appoint other
inspectors, who presumably will be highly
paid? Who will pay the present health in-
spectors for deing the work they now do?
The Minister savs they will not he entitled to
the fees whicl they receive at present. The
Minister would be well advised to leave ount
any reference to inspectors at all. If he in-
sists upon having inspectors, then he should
provide that they he qualified inspectors. We
ounght, however, to avail owrselves of the
services of our present fine staff.

The AMINTSTER FOR LAXDS : There
will be no harm done it the c¢lause is passed.
After the Bill was printed I sent it to both
the Commissioner for Herlth and the Under
Secrebary for Health. As the Minister for
Agricalture has toid the Committee, the Com-
mizsioner for Heanlth did raise one guestion,
aud that was whether the Bill would over-
ride the Health Act. T hope, when we et
to Clause 17, to wet the Minister to agree tn
the present swstem, if Clavse 2 is not per-
fectly elear.

Hon. A. McCallwn: YWhat is the ohject of
inserting this provision ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Tt is
customary,

Hon. 5. W. Munsie: 1 have never seen one
like it in any other Rill.

on, A, MeCalllum: If it is not going to
override the Health Act and the Dairy Caitle
Compensation Aet, why keep it in the Bill?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Can
members tell me where there is a conflict be-
tween this Bill and the Health Act?

Hon. A. McCathimn: Yes, in the provisions
dealing with inspectors.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Clause
15 does not refer to health inspectors.

Ay, Panton: You are not zllowed to dis-
cuss Clanse 17.

The MINISTER I'OR LANDS: When we
come to Clanse 17, cannot we say that the
inspectors are to be the inspeetors under the
Health Avt? [, as Minister for Healih,
would not dare to hand over to irresponsible
persons the health of the people of the State.
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We will make that quite clear when we get
to Clause 17.

Clause put and a division taken with the

following resnit:—
Ayves .. . . —
Noes o .. . .. 19
Majority for .. 1
AYES.
Mr. Brown Mr. Parker
Mr, Church Mr. Patrick
Mr. Davy Mr. Piesse
Mr. Doney Mr. Richardson
Mr, Ferguson Mr. Sampson
Mr. Grifiiths Mr, Scaddon
Mr. Latham Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Lindsay Mr. Thorn
Mr. J. I. Mann Mr. Wells
Mr. McLarty Mr, North
(Teller.y
NOES,
Mr. Coverley Mr, Nulsen
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Panton
Mr. Hegney Mr. Sleeman
Miss Holman Mr. F. G L. Smith
Mr, Jobnson Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Trov
Mr. Marshall Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. McCallum Mr. Willcoek
Mr. Millington Mr. Wilson
Mr. Munsie (Teller.)
Pairs, .
AvrEs, Noxs,
Sir James Mitchell Mr. Collier
Mr. Barnard Mr. Lamond
Mr. Keenan Mr, Withers
Mr. H. W. Mann Mr. Corboy

Clause thus passed.
12 d'clock midnight.

Clanse 3—TInterpretation:

Mr. PANTON: Regarding the definition
of “contract milk,” is the hoard to have tho
supervision of all contracts? The Perth
Hospital gets all its milk under a 12 months’
contract. Wil the board have the right to
approve or disapprove of any contract

made by the executive of the Perth Hos-

pital with a dairyman?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I desired by the parties to the contract,
the hoard will do so. In the past many un-
fair contracts have been made, and dairy-
men  have signed contracts, not knowing
what was in them.

Mr. PANTON: But the Perth Hospital
enlls tenders for a2 12 months’ supply of
milk. If the executive of the hospital were
to aecept a tender, I take it the hoard weuld
not have control over that?

The Minister For Agrieulinre: No, that iz
80.
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Mr, PANTON: In the interpretation of
“dafry” we find that it is a place where
animals ave kept for the purpose of pro-
ducing milk for sale. Does the word
“animals” include goats? i

The Minister for Agriculture: No, the
hon. wember is not ineluded in the Bill,

Mr, PANTON: T asked a civil question.
and there was no warrant for the Minister’s
rudeness. Of the two of us, the Minister is
the higger goat for having produced snch
a Bill as this. T want to know whdther
goats are included in that definition.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I Qid not intend to hnrt the hon. member’s
feelings. T cannot say offhand whether ov
not goats are included, but if the milk of
gonts is heing sold, I shonld say they would
he included in the definition.

Mr. RENNEALLY: I am concerned
about the Minister’s reply to the question
regarding contracts. Ts the board te have
eontrol over all contract=?

The Attorney General: This deals only
with contracts for supplying milk to ven-
dors, whereas the member for Leedervilla
inquired about milk supplied to a hospital
under contraet,

Mr. KENNEALLY : But the Minister for
Agvieulture said the board wounld have eon-
trol over all contracts.

The Attornev General: Only where the
milk is supplied to a vendor.

Mr. MILLINGTON: On the definition ot
“dairy area,” is it proposed to declare oue
comprehensive area, or several areas?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is entirely for the board to determine,
T do nof know what may be done, but cer-
tainly dairy areas will be declared in whieh
dairymen may ohtain licenses for supplying
milkk to the mebropolitan area. I do not
know how many dairy areas will be declared.

Me. MTLLINGTON: Tt would be possible
for different conditions to apply within the
dairy area, Some dairymen wonld be suh-
jeet to the Dairy Cattle Compensation Act
and would have to be licensed and pay eer-
tain fees, while other dairymen alongside
them would not nced to he licensed.

The Minister for Agriculture: A man
supplyving to a hutter factory wounld not
come under this measure,

e MILLINGTOXN: But different condi-
ticns wonld ohtain within the area, and how
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would it he possible to enforce the provi-
sions of the Dairy Cattle Compensation Act?
All dairymen in the metropolitan area arz
subject to that Act.,

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: “Dairy
area” is defined more clearly in Clauses 19
and 20. I do not think there would he any
difficulty in policing the measure unless a
dairyman purchased milk from an unlicensel
dairyman in order to complete a contraci.
T anticipate that the daivymen themselves
will do much of the policing. This legis-
lation is designed to help the dairymen and
they must assist uz to ensure that it is en-
foreed.

Mr. J. MaeCallum SMITH: Clauses 19
and 20 appear to be dangerous.

The CHAIRMAN: We have not vef
reached those clanses.
Mr. J. MaeCsllum SMITH: But we

are dealing with the interpretation clause,
and those clauses deal more elaborately with
the definition of dairy area. Would there be
any likelihood of licenses heing denied to
dairymen who desired to supply whole milk
to the metropolitan area?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURI:
There would be no attempt to prevent
licenses heing issued for supplying whole
milk o the metropolitan area. T would do
my utmost fo ensure that the dairy area pro-
claimed was wide enough to include every-
one who wished to supply milk. To-day it
extends from Muchea to Brunswick, and if
the amendment of which T have given notice
i carried and T have the deciding of the
point, thai is the arvea which will he pro-
elaimed. The hon. member need have no
fear that anyone who wishes to he licensed
will be shut ont.

Mr. SLEEMAN: “Inspector” is defined
as an inspector appointed or acting under
the authority of this measure. Should not
that definition be amended?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
This is not the place to make an amend-
ment because any inspector appointed would
have to be appointed under this measure.
If, on reaching Clause 17, it is desired fo
provide that inspectors shall be approved by
the Health Department or shall inspect
cattle onlv, that will he the time to move
ar amendment.
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Clause put and passed.
Clanse +—agreed to,

Clause 3—DMetropolitan area:

Me, MILLINGTON: Is it infended that
the metropolitan area shall he what we
nnderstund as the greater metropolitan area?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The metropotitan area includes all the dis-
tricts within a 12-mile radius of the G.P.O.
Whenever the metropolitan area has heen
declared, it has heen the greater metropoli-
tan area.

Clause put and passed.

Progress reported.

BILL—BULK HANDLING.

In Committee.

Resumed trom the 6th December. A
Richardson in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill.

Cianze -3—-Constitution
trust:

The CHAIRMAXN : Progress was reported
on an amendment moved by the member for

Nelson, that the following words be inserted
to stand as paragraph (a)—

and powers of

That the Trust shall consist of five persons,
three of whom shall be hona fide wheat grow.
ers and who are not themselves associated
with any wheat buying partnership or organ-
isation connected with the purchase of wheat;
one member to be a nominee of the Commis-
sioner of Railways and a chairman to be
appointed by the Government,

Mr. SLEEMAN: I move—

That pregress he reported.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: I protest against
members being asked to consider this Bill
at so late an hour, especially when we have
not had an opportunity to study the amend-
ments the Ainister proposes to move.

The CHAIRMAN : T would point out that
there is before the Chair a motion, which
cannot be debated.

Motion put, and a division taken with the

following result:—
Aves
Noez

=g

[ QX

Majority for



2044

AYES,

Mr. Browo Mr. Panton

Mr, Coverley Mr. Patrick

Mr, Hegney Mr. Piesse

Miss Holmau Mr. Sleeman

Mr. Johnson Mrp, . C. L. Smith

Mr. Kenneally Mr. J. M, Smith

Mr. Marshall Mr. Troy

Mr. MeCallum Mr. Wansbrough

Mr. Millington Mr, Willcock

Mr. Munsis Mr. Wilson

Mr., Nulsen (Teller)
Noss.

Mr. Apgelo Mr. McLarty

Mr. Church Mr. Parker

Mr. Davy Mr. Sampson

Mr. Doney Mr. Scaddan

Mer. Ferguson pr. J. H. Smith

Mr. Griffiths Mr. Thorp

Mr. Latham Mr. Wella

Mr. Lindsay Mr. North

Mr. J. 1. Mann {Teller.)

Motion thus passed; progress reported.
The Speaker resiumed the Chair,

Mr. SPEAKER: The question now is—
That leave he given to sit again.

Question put, aod a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . .. - ..o 22
Noes o s - .. 18
Majority for - 4
AYES
Mr. Angelo Mr, Parker
Mr. Brown Mr. Patrick
Mr. Church Mr. Piesse
Mr. Davy Mr. Richardson
Mr. Doney Mr. Sampson
Mr, Ferguson Mr, Scaddan
Mr. Grifiths Mr. J. H, Smith
Mr. Latham Mr. J. M, Smith
Mr. Lindsay Mr. Thorn
Mr. J. I. Maon Mr, Wells
Mr. McLarty Mr. North
{Teler)
NOES.
Mr, Coverlex Mr. Munsie
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Hegzuey Mr. Panton
Miss Holman Mr. Sleeman
Alr. Johnson Mr. F. C. L. Smith
My. Kenneally Mr. Thoru
Mr. Marshal) Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. McCallum Mr. Willcock
Mr. Miilington Mr. Wilson
(Teller.)
PaArrs.
AYES, NUES.
Sir James Mitchell Mr. Collier
Mr. Baroard Mr. Lamond
Mr. Keenarn Mr. Withers
Mr. H. W. Mann Mr. Corboy

Question thus passed,

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 30th November.

HON. J. C. WILLCOCK (Geraldton)
{12.32]: 1f we are really to finish up the
session shortly, I suppose we shall have to

[ASSEMBLY ]

g0 on with the business at this early hour
of the morning.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: We do silly things
in the silly seasou.

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 must ask hon, mem-
burs to keep order. The member for Ger-
aldton has the floor.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: I do not think
anyone will be able to hear me!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : The Bill is im-
portant, and the objection taken by the
Leader of the Opposition to the Bill to
amend the Land Aet applies equally to the
Electoral Act Amendment Bill, If there is
one thing that is important in the political
life of the country, it is the electoral law.
TUsually when this Jaw is altered, Govern-
ments do not wait until the last week or
two. Exaetly the same remarks could be
made regarding the Bill as the Leader of the
Opposition made regarding the Land Aet
Amendment Bill.  Although mention was
made in the Governor’s Speech of the inten-
tion of the Government to introduce legisla-
tion to amend the Electoral Act, four months
have gone hy before the House has come into
possession of the details of the Bill. That
is not fair to Parliament, or to the citizens
who will be affected by the amended legisla-
tion. The Bill eontains many details, but the
only matter of real importance relates to the
alieration in the postal voting arrangements.
That is a serious alteration that will affect
a large number of people, If the Bill had
heen introduced in the second session of Par-
liament, the peaple would have had plenty
of time fo ascertain what the amendments
were, but that is not possible in this instance,
When the last Federal election was held it
was all over hefore many people knew it was
to he held, Many who usually record postal
votes will not know anvthing about this
alteration in the electoral laws, until the clee-
tion ig over. They will not know anything
about the changed arrangements unbil it is
too late. The public have displayed much
feeling on oceasions when Governments have
sought io tinker with the electoral laws on
the eve of an election. The result has been
that when the opportunity offered, they
showed their reseniment against any such
alterations to the cleetoral arrangements.
Plenty of notice should he given to the
people. Take the position in the Kimberley
electorate. The Bill, if it becomes law, will
nat be proclaimed until about the first week
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in January. The measure is bound to call
for much discussion in this Chamber and in
the Legislative Council, because so many
people are interested in this phase of our
political life, Members will be anxious to
preserve the rights of their constituents. The
-mail to the North will probably leave two or
three weeks after the Bill is proclaimed and,
at this time of the year, will probably not
proceed beyond Derby. Consequently many
people in the Kimberley cloctorate will not
know that there has been any alteration in
the law. They will go to the nearest polling
plaee to record their votes, and they will then
lind that they are too late and that under the
amended law they should have sent in their
applieations for a postal vote form, had it
posted to them, filled it in and 1eturned it
to the Registrar. The result will be that
many people in that part of the State will
be disfranchised. Then again there are
probably 2,000 or 3,000 prospectors seattered
about the State. Those men are envolled in
varions electorates and they will repair to
the nearest town for the purpose of record-
ing their votes. Only then will they learn
of the change in the law, with the result that
they will not be able I:o vecord their votes.
The amendments embodied in the Bill have
apparently been copied from the Federal
Electoral Aect. Objection has always heen
taken in the outer areas to the effect of the
Federal electoral l'ms, and, in fact, there has
heen a distinet grievance numfested In many
parts of the State The last Federal election
was all over in three or four weeks. The
Federal law was enacted by those who were
mainly concerned about the people in the
large centres of population, with the result
that considerable resentment was shown in
the outer areas. Even in (reraldton, which
is an important centre with a considerable
population, many peOpIe were unable to gel
their applications in in time to reecord
their votes at the last Federal election.
This provision has heen taken from the
Federal law, and it is proposed that we
should adoept it in place of our postal vot-
ing system, which possibly has not given
the utmost satisfaction; but [ suggest that
with a widely scattered population such as
this State has, many people will be dis-
franchised if the Bill becomes law, We
should preserve to our people in the out-
back areas their civie rights. We do 2ot
want to take away from them the oppor-
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tunity they now have of voting. There
was some criticism of the Electoral De-
partment when the Estimates were before
the House.

Mr. Panton drew attention to the state
of the House.

Beils rung, and a quorum formed.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: T was saying
there had been some criticism of the Lliec-
toral Department when the House was con-
stdering the Estimates, It was said the ad-
ministration of the department was such
that electors were denied the right to get
on the roll, The idea was to clean the
roll, to take people off the roll, but not
to take any steps to put them on. The Bill.
if passed, will have the effect of denving
people the oppertunity which they now
have of voting by post. We must remem-
her—and this is a rather serious difference
—that when the Federal law was enacted,
the provision for postal voting was accom-
panied by another provision whereby a per-
son eould record a vote at any hooth on
the day of the election. Nothing of the
kind is proposed in the Bill, so far as T
can see. At present, while unemployment
is rife, people are scattered all over the
State in an endeavour to obtain work.
They are prospecting and doing jobs in the
back country away from their homes. If
they happen to be in Menzies, Cue or Leon-
ora, their homes being in Bunbury, Perth
or (eraldton, under the present law they
can walk into a hooth and exercise their
franchise. That would he more conveni-
ent te them than finding ouf a week or so
prior to the election that a new law is in
operation, Tf the Bill passes, they wili be
told when they ask for a postal offieer that
there are no postal officers. They will
then have to send ito the part of the State
where their home is for a voting paper,
which they may not reeeive prior to the
date of ihe election. As I say, there are
numbers of people now in the back country,
I noticed in the paper the other day that
there were 4,000 or 5,000 additional tnen
working in the mining industry. All those
men are not working in Kalgoorlie, but
are scattered over the goldiields.  They
have not settled down on the fields. They
have gone there during the past 12 or 18
months ang probably have not ehanged
their enrolment. Prospectors particularly
are here, there and everywhere; they do
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not stop long enough in one place to be-
come entitled to have their names put on
the roll for the distriet in which they are
temporarily residing. Their name is on the
roll in the metropolitan area. I know peo-
ple who were living in Geraldton and who,
because of unemployment, have gone away
prospecting. Numbers of them are still on
the roll for the Geraldton district. T a
man living at Northam and out of employ-
ment deecides to try his luek prospecting
on the fields, he may he three weeks hoere,
a month there and a month somewhere
clse; he does not stop in one place long
enongh to gof on the roll for the distriet.
Surely, such a man should not be deprived
of his vote. If the proposed law comes into
force and that man applies for a ballot
paper, he will be told that he will have fo
send to Northam for a postal vote form and
after waiting for a week or two for if to
hae gent to him, he probably will not wait
any longer, but will go back to his pros-
pecting. HMe would, however, be deprived
of his vole. TP this law were made well-
known hefore the elegtions, possibly such
men conld make arrangemenis acCOrGingl}';
hut they will enly find out what the law
is when the eiection is on. That will cause
very serious discontent, People will ob-
ject to being deprived of their franchise.

The Attorney General: My experience is
that people have to be told af each election
what the electoral law is.

Hon. J, C. WILLCOCK : But those peo-
ple are used to the present law, which has
heen in existence for 10 or 15 vears. It
is only reasonable for them to assume that
that law is still in force. Apart alto-
gether from the merits of the Bill, T think
this provision will result in fewer people
having the right to vote. Surely we do not
want that. We want as many people as
possible to vote, including those scattered
all over the State, so that whatever Govern-
ment is clected they will know they have
been put in power through people being
given the opportunity fo vote.

The Premier: We should have a perfect
roll and everyone should vote.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: The perfect
system is where a person goes to a polling
hooth and records his vote. We know in
practice that that is impossible. We there-
fore inserted postal voting provisions in our
law. Now we are going to alter these pro-
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visions without giving the people very mnch
notice of the alteration.

Mr. Coverley: On the eve of an election.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : That is what 1
say. The people will resent this tinkerine
with the electoral law unless we make pro-
vision for absentee voling. T do not think
it an exaggeration to say that if the Bill
passes thousands of people will he dije-
franchised. The Premier will, of covrse,
ngree that voting should be made as simple
as possible. A man should be able to go
into a polling hooth and record his vote.
Similarty in regard to postal- voting, an
elector should be able to record his vote
simply and quickly. But under this new
provision he will have lo write a letter,
send in a form, wait about for a week or a
fortnight until the mail comes back, and
then record his vote and send it in. People
will not submit to all that declay, and so
thonsands of them will be disfranchized. For
the law to be altered within a inenth or twa
of an election is grogsly unfair, Tt would
not have heen so bud if the Bill had been
hronght down much envlier in the session so
that its contents conld hecome known to the
people. That could have heen done, becanse
obvionsly the Ciovernment for some time
past have known exacfly what they were
going to put into the Bill. In the ecireum-
stances, people in the back c¢ountry will not
know anything about this new law when the
next elections arrive. That is what T mean
when T speak of its heing grossly unfair.
The existing law in regard to postal voting
is quite all right, In isolated instances it
may have heen abused, but there is no war-
rant for the proposed drastic alterations in
it. Instead of amending the law, we should
see to it that it is properly administered.
It should be somehody’s business to insist
upon a rveasonahle faw heing strictly ob-
served. But we are to alter the law, whieh
is quite fair in prineiple, and substitute for
it something that will impose considerable
inconvenience on the electors. Again, it is
propozed not to allow eanvassers to assist
people in voting postally. Why should not
a canvasser he permitted to witness the sig-
nature on an application form?  Surely
there is no good reason for that. Yet the
Attorney General would prohibit all that
sort of thing. Tf there is good reason for
one person nof witnessing another person’s
signature on & form, there is very muclh
greater reason why canvassing should not
be permitted at all, But we know that on
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election day there will be thousands of
motor cars flving about aif over the country,
tuking people to the poll, That is utterly
inconsistent  with preventing 2 canvasser
from witnessing a signature on a forin.
I am not giving away anv secrets of poli-
tieal organisations, but in Geraldton peo-
ple who vote Lahour know where the head
office of the organisation is located. If an
elector falls sick, the seeretary is informed
and asked if he will arrange to take a pos-
tal vote. The man who takes the vote might
be termed a eanvasser, and under this mea-
sure he wounld have to say, “The law has been
changed. You will have to sicn a declara-
lion, but someone clse will have to witness
it.” If the person called in to witness it
had happened to discuss politics with some-
one else during the previous fortnight, he
too could be termed a canvasser, and if he
witnessed the declaration, he would be liahle
{o prosecution. What is the meaning of
“eanvasser 7 Hundreds of people talk poli-

ties and discuss the chances of candidates

and ask others to vote in a certain way.
Would those persons be eanvassers?  If
anybody asked another person simply to
exercise is vote, would he be a canvasser?
A friend of the Attorney General might
vemark that he had served the district well.
Those wight be the only words used, but if
in the following week o signature was re-
guired, hecause that man had  mentioned
something regarding polities, his action in
witnessing the declaration could he con-
strued as an offence. 1 bope the Attorney
General will indicate what he means by a
canvasser. [ say that a canvasser is any-
hody who asks somebody else o vote, U'nder
this measure, such a person would be dis-
tqualified from witnessing a declaration, and
I am afraid that half the people in the
vountry would he disqualified, because they
are interested in politics, and they could be
termed canvassers. If they witnessed sig-
natures, ihey would be eommitting an of-
fence against the measure, and wonld be
subject to the penalties. I do not know
whether this is one of the Attorney (fene-
val's little eross-word puzzles, or whether
it is one of the provisions he intends to
anrend in Committee, '

The Attorney General: [ invited yon to
make suggestions.

Hon. J. €. WILLCOUK: [ hope this is
not going to be the law, but if it is to be
the law, we shall need to have a reasonable
interpretation of “canvasser.” Previpusly
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the word has not been legally defined. We
know that many people do enguge in ean-
vassing.  Some are paid for their serviees;
some give their services in an honorary
capacity. Some of them canvass one or two
people: some canvass a dozen in a street, and
some undertake eanvassing throughout an
election campaign. Tt iz es<ential to make
clear exactly what “eanvasser” imples. T
wish members on the eross-benches would
hold their conversation outside,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 1 ask members
to ohzerve the rules of the House.

Hon., J. C. WILLCOCK: [ should like
to know who witl assist the sivk and old it
this Bill hecomes law, To whom will they
apply when they want declarntions wit-
nessed? 1 cannet imagine to whom they
would apply other than to someone inter.
ested in the election, and that person wonld
be disqualified. Such people will he seri-
ously inconvenienced. I think the declara-
tion in guestion should be treated simifurlv
to any other declaration; any person eligible
to be on the roll should be eatitled to wit-
ness a signature, There should be no inter-
ference with people who endeavour to sccure
a representative roll. That is all that peo-
ple who would sign such eards would be
doing. I think it is a laudable ohject. 1
ix quile reasonable thal anyone should us-
sist, persuade ov wrge peaple to  exercise
iheir eivie rights-in the manner considered
te be in the best interests of the Stafe, andd
| see no reuson why they should be debar-
redd from so doing. There should he no in-
tereferenee with people who do only that.
The requirements of this provision might he
complied with in an hour or two in the
thickly-populated centres, but in the ont-
back eoantry compliance might invelve a
space of three or four weeks. That would
he differentiating against the people in the
puthack country. We should encourage the
people who live in the outback parts and
are developing the country. We should not
impose upon them special disabilities. 1T a
man in Perth Calls sick two or three days
hefore an eleetion, he ¢an make arrange-
ments to vote, but if he Thappened
io be living at a distance from a town
where an  electoral  registrar  re<ided,
and he fell sick within a week of thr
election, under the Bill it would be
practically impossible for him to vecord his
vote. There would be considerable cirenmlo-
cution, hecause we could not expect electoral



2348

registrars to treat these matters as they
would treat telegrams.

The Attorney General: It is not a question
of sickness in the outback places, becanse
the people there would vote postally, whether
sieck or not.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Take Northam,
which is a small compact electorate; someosne
at Grass Valley might fall sick two or three
days before the clection, and he wonld have
to send to Northam, and the Northam regis-
frar wonld have to send the voting paper
bacek.

The Attorney General: How does it oper-
afe under the Federal law?

Hon. 3. . WILLCOCK : Very badly. The
Federal law was cnacted by people, the ma-
jority of whom were concerned with election:
ouly in lavge cities. That has been the dif-
ficulty during the last five or six vears. I
the Attorney General had been in the back
country when Federal elections were being
held, he would have known that there was a
distinet grievance against the law. Tt has
resulted in the disfranchizement of hundreda
of people. T helieve, without exaggerating, 1
conld say it has resulted in the disfranchise-
ment of thousands of people. I have given
an instance regarding my home town, which
is a compact one. People fell ill within a
week of the eleetion, and could not exercise
their votes. The iniquity of the whole thing
was that, under the Federal system of c¢om-
pulsory voting, they were asked for reasons
why they bad not voted. They have to make
8 declaration in regard fo that. They are
denied the right to exercise a vole in the
ordinary way because they are sick. They do
what they can fo record their vote, and in-
sult is added to injury when they are asked
to explain why they did not vote. That is
all right for people who are unsed to thesc
things, but it is very disturbing fo old and
infirm people, who receive threatening letters
snggesting that a penalty will be imposed
upon- them unless they afford satistactory ex-
planations. I have assisted many people, who
were disfranchised on that aceount, to rive a
reasonable excuse why they did not vote. The
law operates detrimentally to many pcople
in a scattered State like onrs. Of course
there is the safeguard that a person can go
to any booth in the State to record his vote.
That should remove most of the grounds for
grievance. We should not be dealing with
this Bill at the present juncture. It shonld
‘e postpened, and an undertaking given that

. [t would he necessarv only
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iff it is passed it should not opevate for the
fortheomning elections. The electors will not
have an opportuntiy to understand . (i
the neeasion of the last Federal eleetions no
one in the North-West could exercise a postal
vote unless he lived on the route of the air
mail.

Mr, Patvick: It takes a fortnight to get
in a postal vote in my district.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: This works out
very hadly in actual practice in a seattererd
State like Western Australin. 1 suppose it
is necessary in the interests of econnmy that
a cheese-paring poliey should be adopted in
the epening of booths. If, however, the pro-
posed policy is to be adopted, many more
hooths will be requived to cope with the
sitnation, The alternative is to appoint
postal vote officers to receive the postal votes
and send them on. An application was made
for a polling hooth at Cossack. In that
case three postal vote officers might have
been appointed to deal with the postal voles.
to send  them
to Roebourne, but they might have to be
lodged a fortnight before the elections,

Mr. Church: That is only seven miles
away.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: T thought it
was much further. 1t should not, therefore,
be necessary to have a booth there. What
we have done in the interests of economy in
the past will have to be altered in the future.
In Perth there are sometimes six polling
honths within bhalf a mile of each other, but
in the out-back centres people may have
tae travel many miles hefore they ean avail
themselves of the postal vole provisions. Tt
is nobt reasonable that so much eircumlocu-
tion should have to be gone through in cases
of this sort. If therve were a little delay in
the reeeipt of postal votes, it would not
greatly matter. What cowrse does the At-
torney General intend to pursue to let the
public kiow about these alterations to the
Aet? It is very unfair to alter it at this
etage. Because there hnve heen some mal-
practices in regard to postal votes, 1 migh
be inclined to support un alteration of the
Yaw, bat not just now.

Mr. Patrick: More polling places will he
required.

Hon. J. ¢. WILLCOCK: Considerably
more. We do eonduet elestions more echeaply
than other parts of Australia, but I sup-
pose we shall have to incur addifional
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expense if it is necessary to estab-
lish more polliug booths. As a ruie
the Fleetoral TDepartment, in common
with other departments, has to keep with-
in the amount allowed by the Treasurer.
The Treasurer would probahly say there was
no more money available and that would be
the end of it. The extra polling places would
nat be provided. I am not prepared to sap-
port that alteration of the law. Tt is not
wise, in a State like Western Australia, fo
do that at this stage beeause it will be un-
satisfactory and unjust to the people.  Then,
again, I do not ser any neeessity for an
alteration regarding the status of the Chief
Electoral Officer. He is not under the con-
trol of the Government with regard to the
conditions of his employment. We passed
& law placing the control of the Public Ser-
viee under the Public Serviece (Commissioner.
There has been no suggestion that we should
alter the statns of the Chief Electoral Otfficer
~ hecause of the possibility of victimisation at
the hands of a political party of whom he
may have run foul. Nothing of that sort has
ever occurred in Western Australia.  The
electoral officers have carried out their duties
tearlessly and without interference and no
Government has ever taken action against a
Chief Electoral Officer. During my time as
Minister for Justice, the Chief Electoral Ofli-
cer wanted to resign and [ remonstrated with
tim. [ endeavoured to wake him reconsider
his posifion <o that he would not act hastily.
He insisted and resigned absolutely of his
vwn volition. | suppose he was sorry after-
wards. As there is no suggestion of any
Government having taken action detrimental
to an individual owcupying such a position,
why introduce the ponderous method of hav-
ing mwotions introduced and passed in Parlia-
went before a Chief Klectoral Officer can be
removed? There may come a time when,
although o specific charge can be laid
against an officer holding that position, it
may be expedient to transfer him to another
post. If that officer shonld choose to stand
on his legal rights, a definite charge would
have to be lail against him and a specific
motion carried by hoth Houses of Parliament
hefore he vould be removed to some other

position.  That is not reasonahle. Does it
mean that the Chief Eleetoral Officer
must regard his post as his life’s work

and that he must not be available for
promotion to ancther position. I do not
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desire to deal with the merits of the olticer
who occupies the position at present, but
if the Under Secretaryship of the Crown
Law Department shouid hecome vacant, [
do not know of anvone clse who conld fill
it so satisfactorily as the officer who is
now Chief Electoral Oificer. Does this
mean that he is to be denied promotion to
that higher oftice, which carries larger emo-
luments? Is he to be withdrawn from the
jurisdietion of the Publie Service Commis-
sioner? Does it mean that he will he un-
der the Commissioner in one respect snnd
under Parliament from another stand-
point? In the course of his remarks, the
Attorney General made statementz on the
hasis of “"in my opinion,’’ but more than
that is required in substantintion, From
my cxperience of the situation during ihe
last 15 vears, I consider the present posi-
tion is nuite satisfactory and that there
is no necessity for this particular amend-
ment. Nor do I see the need for the amend-
ment proposed with regard to reeeipts to
be given by canvassers when they take
clnim cards from electors. A few unseru-
pulous persons may have withheld claim
cards sceured from people who should have
heen enrolled, but that fact should not ne-
cessitate sueh an amendment. Certainly
it wonld not be required if the law regard-
ing compulsory enrolment were cnforced.
At this stage there could be an under-
standing hetween the several political par-
ties that, irrespective of what Government
might be in power after the general elec-
tions, the compulsory enrolment provisions
of the Electoral Act wonld be rigidly en-
forced. If that were done, it would not
be long hefore the people, after a few of
their number had heen fined for neglect to
out their dufies as citizens, were

earry
braught to a sense of their responsi-
bilitics. There would then be no need

for eanvassers or any other busy-hodies,
for the clectors themselves would sez to
it that they were enrolled. When the Fed-
cral Clovernment enforced strictly the
compulsory enrolmenf provisions of their
Electoral Act and instituted a number of
prosecutions, it was not long before the
people recognised the responsibility that
devolved upon them io see that their
names Aappeared on the rolls, and
acted nceordingly.  If an agreement sueh as
T suggest were arrived at, the present law
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could be enforced and there would be no
need for the amendment suggested.

The Premier: The trouble is that people

will not enrol.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: In times such
az the present when men arve seattered all
over the State tn a search for work, hard-
ship might result from a general attempt
te sceure convietions for failure to enrol,
but in ordinary times it will be different. I
know =ome people who have heen off the
rolls fur two vears or more and have made
no altempt whatever to he envolled. T guar-
anlee that if a svstematie canvass in some
of the metropolitan constituencies  were
undertaken, it would he found that thous-
ands of people were not envolled. TIf it were
appreciated that the law was fo be adminis-
tered stringently  but svmpathetieally, the
neces<ity for ranvassers would disappear
and evervone would he enrolled. On the other
hand. should someone assist an eleetor, who
wae ton lazy to attend to the matter him-
self. to Al in his  eclaim eard and
snhsequently  the eard  should  disap-
pear, T do nof =ee that the former
shonld bhe penalised. What T desire is
the rigid enforeement of the compul-
sory  enralment provisions of the Aect.
Tf that were carried out, the necessity for
this amendment would disappear altogether.
The Attorney General has outiined the pro-
cedure regarding objections to elaim eards.
As he said, T do not think it will make much
difference in actnal practice. As the mem-
her for South Fremantle said, T prefer that
20 people should be improperly on the voll
rather than that one or two who are entitleld
to be on the roll should be denied the op-
portunily to reecord their votes. There is
further evidence of a desive to keep people
off the rolls instead of enconraging them by
every possible means to get on the rolls. A
firm in the rity sent out to the persons on
the electoral roll a cirenlar. If a ecireular
was retnrned throuch the Dead Letter
Ofice, immediate objection was lodzed at
the FElectoral Office and the name of the
addressee was struek off the roll. I do not
think we should be so energetic in striking
peaple oft the rolls. There are some indi-
vidnals in the Government service who have
red tape wrapped right round them. Tf
they c¢an tske any possible objection fo
something which they consider is not right,
they will do so. Tifty elaim cards may
be lodzed the day bhefore an eleetion and
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an energetic, enthusiastie ved-tape official of
the type I have mentioned may reject them
because he considers the people are not en-
titled to he put on the roll. His action may
affect an etection. There might be an un-
sevnpulous partisan in some position in the
Electoral Department who perhaps would
use his position to disfranchise numbers of
people. We do not want to give anyone
that opportunity. T do not think the Bill
should he discussed further at this early
hour of the morning. I shall eonclude oy
saying that there is no hope of the measurs
passing this session. [ notice there are al-
ready two pages of amendments on the
Notice Paper. The proposed alteration nf
the law does not affect the members of this
House =0 much as it does the members of
another place. but they no doubt will alsv
make amendments. Tn the unlikely event of
the Bill being passed this session, then i
will hecome law within five or six weeks of
the issue of writs for the clections. It is
not right to alter the law at this stage, par-
tieularly in view of the nearness of the
fortheoming elections. T shall vote against
the Bill

On motion debate ad-

Journed.

by Mr. Panton,

Honse udjonrned at 1.36 am. (Friday).
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